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Fnemy Counterblow 
In Budapest Area 
Halfed By Soviets 


(ee 


More City Blocks Inside 
Hungarian Capital Fall 
To Russian Army 


MOSCOW, Jan. 4 (UP)—Russian 
front line reports today qualified 
the situation of the German garri- 
son as hopeless following the fail- 
ure of the big German panzer and 
infantry forces attacking southeast 
of Komaron to break through the 
encirclement and relieve the trapped 
army in the Hungarian capital. 

Fanatical German units are be- 
ing hemmed in on all sides and are 
being thrown on both banks of the 
Danube inside the city by the con- 
certed Russian attacks in Buda and 
Pest. 

The Russian Air Force has step- 
ped up attacks on the enemy’s po- 
sitions in the city and are now 
making massed night and day at- 
tacks. 

The German commander’s recent 
refusal to accept the surrender ulti- 
matum was apparently based on 
the assurance of his high command 
that the encircled army would be 
relieved by the strong force attack- 
ing southeast of Komaron. 

German units inside the city tried 
to make a sortie simultaneously 
with the Komaron attack but were 
beaten back. . 

A strong German counteroffen- 
sive from western Hungary, aimed 
at relieving the encircled Budapest 
garrison, gained ground today, but 
inside the Hungarian capital So- 
viet shock troops broke through to 
the Danube and captured another 
167 city blocks and won the big 
central park on the eastern half of 
the city. 7 

The Soviet Command admitted 
that the Germans—at the cost of 
immense losses in men and ma- 


(Continued on Page 8) 


Nags May Be Running 
Across U. $. Border 


By Army News Service 

NEW YORK, Jan. 4—-The ma- 
jority of the nation’s bookmakers 
whose annual take runs into mil- 
lions plan to "ride out” the sus- 
pension of horse racing in the 
United States by making book on 
tracks operating in Mexico and 
Cuba, a United Press survey dis- 
closed. 

Closing of all animal tracks at 
midnight on Tuesday hit the big 
bookmakers the hardest as many of 
them, particularly in the East, 
planned to close their establish- 
ments and spend the rest of the 
winter vacationing in Florida or 
California. They figured the play 
on Mexican and Cuban tracks would 
not be enough to enable them to 
continue to operate at a profit. 
With the small bookmaker it was 
different because he does not have 
to have a big play to make a living. 
Many of them hope to supplement 
their income by turning to the 
numbers racket and other gambling 
Outlets such as basketball, football 
and baseball. The minority of 
bookies have decided to close up and 
wae other jobs including war plant 








. Just how thousands of agents for 
ookmakers — cigar store owners, 
bartenders and barbers—will fare 
aes a matter of conjecture. Most 
Ookies predicted that the business 
Would pick up again in the spring if 
© Canadian tracks operate. They 
pte fearful that many bettors wiil 
fod ‘mid about playing Mexican 
an Cuban tracks because of their 
anstmniliarity with horses, jockéys 
ican a Pare I ig ‘fact that 
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Outburst Of Rumors 
Has Britain In Dither 





LONDON, Jan. 4 (AP) — An 
outburst of alarmist rumors has 
caused the Foreign Office to warn 
the public to "get your news auth- 
oritatively through the press — 
such rumors are likely to be of 
enemy origin.” 

Since Saturday, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, Supreme Al- 
lied Commander Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and George Bernard 
Shaw were rumored to have died, 
and Lt. Gen. George S. Patton to 
have been captured—all false re- 
ports. xi 

"People should bear in mind 
that the public would be immedi- 
ately and authoritatively advised 
through the press of any such 
happening as the reports circul- 
ated in the past weeks,” the For- 
eign Office said. 








Nazi Raid Repulsed 
By 5th Army Units 


By A Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 4— 
The continuing sensitiveness along 
most of the 5th Army front was 
highlighted yesterday by four en- 
counters: 

(1) A German raid against Eng- 
lish-held positions on the Mount del 
Verre-Sillara ridge area was pre- 
ceded by a rocket barrage, but was 
nevertheless repulsed. Another novel 
enemy tactic was the firing of 
huts and shelters in Allied outpost 
areas by incendiary bullets. 

(2) Northwest of Grizzane, South 
African troops clashed in at least 
three areas. In the Gaggio region 
one sharp encounter took place in- 
side a church with Allied troops 
using hand grenades to drive out 
two or three Germans who were 
hidden behind the altar. 

(3) Four times Allied patrols at- 
tempted to get into Paradise but 
each time the unofficial guardian 
wouldn’t let them. Paradise, in this 
case, is the hamlet of Paradise im- 
mediately northwest of German- 
held Tossignano and the Krauts 
seemed determined to defend it. 
(4) German night raiders were 
over the front lines last night drop- 
ping anti-personnel bombs. One 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Counterattack Begun 
By Ist Army Troops 





tonight, according to BBC. 


LONDON, Jan. 4—The new U. £. Ist Army offensive along the northern flank of the German 
bulge in Belgium has gained three and one half miles at some points, it was officially announced 


First Army forces had failed to make contact with any of the main armored forces of Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt in the initial stages of the drive, BBC said. It was reported that 
Rundstedt had committed at least ten divisions, five of them armored, to meet the 3rd Army 
offensive from the south in the Bastogne area. Front-line dispatches during the day, according to 





and six other cities. 


a new depository for the com- 
pany funds and announced they 
would handle payrolls hence- 
forth. 

Service officials acted swiftly 
to gain complete authority in 
operating the big mail order house 
facilities. First step in that direction 
was the ousting of 11 company offi- 
cials who, Army men said, remained 
defiant since the military took over 
last Thursday and refused to co- 
a igged in the government’s opera- 
tion. 

Alleged interference in the Army’s 
operation was being investigated for 
the first time by a Federal Grand 
Jury. Federal attorneys filed 18 
affidavits in connection with the 
government’s petition for injunction 
to prevent company interference 
and for a declaratory judgment up- 
holding the legality of the seizure 
ordered by President Roosevelt. A 
Federal Court hearing is scheduled 
for next Monday. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph W. Byron, mili- 
tary manager, who directed the 
Army’s movements Tuesday, said 
officials or other employes dismissed 
for non-cooperation with the Army 
faced possible Selective Service re- 
classification. Later, Byron said 
there was "an increasing indication 
that the War Department will have 
the cooperation of the great major- 
ity” of the company’s employes in 





(Continued on Page 2) 


Army Ousts Ward Officials; 
Tightens Hold On Business 


By Army News Service 
CHICAGO, Jan. 4—The Army tightened control over Mont- 
gomery Ward in a military fashion yesterday and announced 
it was administering the huge mail order business in Chicago 





Army officers took over the big third floor vault in the 
Chicago Administration Building, assumed jurisdiction over the 
money it contained, changed the combinations on locks, chose 
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Deferred Farmers 
To Be Weeded Out 


By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — The 
White House today directed Selec- 
tive Service to press "to the full 
extent permitted by law” the draft- 
ing of deferred farm workers in 
the 18 through 25 age class. 
Acting with President Roosevelt’s 
authorization, War Mobilization Di- 
rector James F. Byrnes called on 
Selective Service Director Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey to draw as much 
as possible on this largest remain- 
mg reservoir of manpower. 
Byrnes said there were 364,000 
men in this age range now holding 
agricultural deferments. 
"The Army and Navy believe it 
essential to the effective prosecu- 
tion of the war,” Byrnes said, "to 
induct more men in this age group.” 
Byrnes told Hershey: ’’The Presi- 
dent feels that in view of existing 
conditions agriculture like our other 
war industries can with few excep- 
tions be carried on by those in the 
older age groups.” 
Byrnes acted in spite of reports 








. (Continued on Page 2) 
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ONE REASON FOR RACI 


Following a Government crackdown, all r 
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¥ ‘ . acetracks in the U. S. closed down this week for 

the first time since the war began. One reason: Absenteeism in war plants near the tracks. 

Another: Manpower shortages. Still another is shown in this picture of the Christmas Day 

race at Tropical Park, Miami, wh>re a record throng turned out evidently with complete dis- 
regard to restrictions on pleasure driving and gasoline using. 
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BBC, indicated that the drive, 
launched in the St. Malmedy- 
Stavelot sector, was making good 
progress against tough opposition. 
In the south, however, intensified 
German attacks have forced the 
American 7th Army to relinquish 
ground in the Reich along a 55-mile 
stretch between Saareguemines and 
the Rhine. 

Elsewhere, dispatches said, in 
an obvious reference to the battle 
of the bulge, the American Ist 
and 3rd Armies stood less than 16 
miles apart when the Ist went back 
over to the offensive for the first 
time since it was jolted loose from 
its Belgian-Luxembourg line by the 
German push beginning on Dec. 16. 

Third Army tanks were reported 
to be fighting their way through 
the Nazi forces in a four column 
push. From Bastogne they drove up 
to five miles northeast of that town, 
reaching to within five miles of 
Houffalize, the hub of the German 
bulge. 

(The Maimedy-Stavelot _ sector, 
where a German announcement, ac- 
cording to BBC, said attacks had 
been launched at three villages, is 
the sector of the northern flank 
where the line was stabilized after 
the first fury of the German drive 
was spent.| 

This drive was estimated to have 
cost the enemy so far 60,000 casual- 
ties. 

German losses included 20,000 
prisoners and the severe mauling of 
11 divisions, including the destruc- 
tion of five panzer divisions by the 
3rd Army alone. 

Fieid Marshal Gerd von Rund- 
stedt managed to cram into the gap 


(Continued on Page 8) 


‘New Deal’ For Italy, 
MacMillan Reveals 


ROME, Jan. 4 — War-ravaged 
Italy is to get a "New Deal,” Harold 
MacMillan, acting president of the 
Allied Commission and British 
Minister Resident in the Mediter- 
ranean, announced at a press con- 
ference tonight. 

A statement containing the de- 
tails of an Allied ’"New Deal” plan 
will soon be made by the Govern- 
ments of the United States and 
Great Britain, he disclosed. 

The new policy will be based on a 
comprehensive plan submitted to 
the two governments by Mr. Mac- 
*7 ‘lan, who said he had been work- 
ing out details fcr the program 
since Nov. 12, two days after his 
appointment as the AC’s acting 
president. He added that the Brit- 
ish War Cabinet had already ap- 
proved the plan and that it was 
now being considered in Washing- 
ton. 

Discussing the plan, Mr. Mac- 
Millan said that AC’s "hope and 
faith is that Italians, with greater 
independence, yet working harmo- 
niously at our side, may aid us to 
make our service effective. But 
whatever we can do for Italy is as 
nothing to what the Italians can 
do and must do for themselves, mor- 
ally as well as materially. I believe 
that the Italian people will respond 
to generosity and confidence. 

"Such is the wish of the heads of 
our two governments. It is in this 
spirit that they have made their 
declarations, and it is in this spirit 
that, on their behalf, we in the 
Commission rededicate ourselves to 
our task. 

”T am happy to say that I can 
confidently look forward to a com- 
plete agreement,” he stated. "From 
the telegrams which have been 
passing from Washington through 
London to me on detailed points, 














(Continued on Page 8) 





Page & 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Thursday, January 4, 1945 





Nazis Deepen Dent 
In 7th Army Line 
Along 70-Mile Front 


(Continued from Page 1) 
on the west side of the Saar River 
about midway between American- 
held Saarlautern and German-held 
Saarbrucken. 

Five companies of Germans, at- 
tacking about seven miles to the 
east of Saareguemines, gained 
more than half a mile and were 
about a mile and one half from 
Rimling, 
Sarreguemines and Bitche. 

A BBC correspondent on the 7th 
Army front said there were indi- 
cations that the Germans were 
probing for weak spots along the 
Saar-Vosges mountains front and 
had not yet launched their main 
attack 

Meanwhile, Marshal von Rund- 
stedt was reported to be commit- 
ting increasing numbers af 
armored forces within the Arden- 
nes bulge against the wedge driven 
into the southern flank by 3rd 
Army forces in the vicinity of Bas- 
togne 


A SHAEF spokesman described a 
series of separate German counter- 
attacks in the Bastogne area as 
an effort to keep the 3rd Army 
from developing an _ accelerated 
American drive directly north from 
Bastogne which would sever the 
salient and isolate German forces 
to the west. 

Front-line dispatches told of 3rd 
Army gains averaging at least a 
mile along the whole 3rd Army, 
front west of Bastogne almost to 
St. Hubert, 15 miles to the west, 
which Allied patrols entered and 
then withdrew. 

To the northeast of Bastogne, 
3rd Army spearheads were reported 
to have advanced more than three 
miles in the direction of St. Vith, 
German supply center deep in the 
bulge. 


Allies To Tell Swiss: 
Get Tough To Nazis 


NEW YORK, Jan. 3 (UP)—The 
Herald Tribune reported from 
Washington today that pressure 
would be brought to bear on Swit- 
zerland to cancel advantages Ger- 
many is at present enjoying in the 
republic. 

According to the Herald Tribune 
these measures include the follow- 
ing: 

1. Cease to permit the passage 
of German coal to north Italy. 

2. To ban the export to Germany 
of strategic materials, perhaps in- 
cluding precision instruments and 
machine tools. 

3. To reduce drastically exports 
of other less vital materials to the 
Reich. 

4. To cease to permit the transit 
of such secondary materials to 
Italy. 

According to the correspondent, 
the United States is in agreement 
with the other Allies who are pre- 
pared to tell Berne that unless 
Switzerland complies the United 
States will no longer permit Swit- 
zerland to receive supplies from 
America, nor allow the further 
transit via France of other sup- 
plies Switzerland has in Spain and 
Portugal. 





Real Reason? 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 3 (AP) — 
With horse and dog tracks idle in 
the United States for the first time 
in many years, a Washington of- 
ficial, who withheld the use of his 
name, said that absenteeism in war 
plants near racétracks is the real 
reason behind the closure action. 
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Byrnes Plan Would Draft 
4-Fs For War Or Labor 





(Continued 


resources must be mobilized fully 
and that all-out production must be 
maintained until Germany is beaten. 
Byrnes also cited the necessity 
of reconsidering standards govern- 
ing the deferment of agricultural 
workers, pointing out that that 
1p represents the largest remain- 
source of young men for mili- 

gy Gs - to put the full f 
program to pu e orce 
of the national effort behind the 
war drive followed his recent edict 
nning horse racing and ordering 
the review of draft status of athletes 
deferred or discharged from mili- 
tary service because of minor phys- 
ical disabilities. It amounted to a 
notice that Americans on the home 
front must pull in their belts and 
knuckle down to their primary job 

of winning the war. 

In a jarring report on his admin- 
istration, Byrnes swept the recon- 
version phase of the program into 


his!the background and decried last 


summer’s "too early start” on peace- 
time production. 

"The truth is the soldiers at the 
front today are not short of am- 
munition and supplies as a result 
of any production failures,” said 
Byrnes, "However, they may be 
short a few weeks hence if we fail.” 

If recent actions to tighten the 
production effort fail, Byrnes said 
he believed Congress should clamp 
controls on those found disquali- 
fied for military duty s0 "they may 
render service in essential war ac- 
tivities.” 


STANDARDS NOT LOWERED 


Discussing the request for a law 
to gather all 4-Fs into the war 
effort, Byrnes said he was not sug- 
gesting that the Army and Navy 
lower their physical standards. 
Rather, he said, if a man who is 
physically disqualified for military 
service refuses to get into essential 
work "he should be taken into the 
service and told where to go.” 

Details as to how men would be 
paid, housed and clothed would have 
to be threshed out, he said. 

As for more able-bodied 4-Fs, 
Byrnes suggested that a re-exami- 
nation might show them fit for com- 
bat. He made particular reference 
to football players who have been 
rejected for faulty eardrums. "If 
he can hear the quarterback’s whis- 
pered instructions in a huddle, he 
can hear the first sergeant’s hol- 
lering commands,” Byrnes said. 

Commenting on his appeal for 
greater enforcement powers for the 
WLB and citing the recent seizure 
of Montgomery Ward, Byrnes said 
he felt such authority was necessary. 

"Seizure is an inadequate remedy 
in many cases,” said Byrnes. ’For 
instance, where men are on strike, 
the only sanction is to take over the 
business of the employer.” 

At present, he said, there is no 
way for the Board to enforce de- 
cisions without asking the President 
to take over the property. 

When asked why he did not ad- 





Plastiras To Form New 
Greek All-Party Cabinet 


ATHENS, Jan. 3—Gen. Nicholas 
Plastiras, once Greece’s "strong 
man,” agreed today to attempt to 
form a new all-party Greek Gov- 
ernment. ; 

Summoned to the premiership 
by Archbishop Damaskinos, Regent 
of Greece, the 62-year-old general, 
who returned to Athens recently 
from 11 years of exile in France, 
has already begun negotiations for 
the formation of a Cabinet. 

Meanwhile, it was announced of- 
ficially that the Soviet Government 
is reopening its legation in Athens. 
Mihail Sergieff, former First Sec- 
retary and Charge d’Affaires of the 
Legation. is expected to arrive 
shortly. Since Greece’s liberation, 








Russia has been represented only 
by a military mission. 





from Page 1) 

vocate a national service law in- 
stead of the piecemeal manpower 
measures covered by the report, 
Byrnes said he favored the "prin- 
ciple of universal service,” but the 
reaction of Congress had been so 
chill that he had determined to 
make use of the powers he had in- 
stead of "spending time butting my 
head against a brick wall.” 


LAUDS PRODUCTION 

Lauding management and labor 
for the record 64 billion dollars 
worth of war production attained in 
1944 and for the 11 percent increase 
in critical munitions attained in No- 
vember, Byrnes nevertheless cau- 
tioned that "we need more tanks, 
Super Fortresses, heavy artillery 
ammunition, mortars, tents, com- 
munication wire and ship repairs 
than we can possibly turn out in 
the immediate future. Urgent de- 
mands will continue as long as the 
war lasts.” 

While squelching any actual re- 
conversion in the foreseeable fu- 
ture, Byrnes suggested for the con- 
sideration of Congress at least eight 
other measures, most of them deal- 
ing with demobilization and post- 
war economy. 

They included: Financial aid for 
the reestablishment of small busi- 
nesses closed by the war; giving 
home builders greater financial 
help; amendment of the Lanham 
Act to permit the sale of temporary 
war housing for residential pur- 
poses; measures to assure the suc- 
cessful operation of a huge mer- 
chant fleet; extension of the Re- 
negotiation and Stabilization Acts 
and the liberalization of the Unem- 
ployment Compensation Law. 











ITALIAN FRONT 


(Continued from Page 1) 





They are larger than the average 
and are. often supported by mortar 
and even artillery fire. The com- 
muniques have sometimes referred 
to them as "raiding parties,” and 
while some patrols are sent out for 
reconnaissance and prisoner-taking 
purposes, the greatest number are 
of a combat nature. 

As a result of these actions we 
have kept in almost constant con- 
tact with the enemy and frequent 
fire fights have taken place all 
along the line. In many instances 
close enough contact has been made 
to permit the use of hand grenades. 

It is a cat and mouse game they 
seem to be playing—probing and 
withdrawing first in one spot, then 
in another, trying to find a weak 
spot. 

ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Jan. 3—Cana- 
dian infantry and armor captured 
more than 170 _ specially-trained 
German Jaeger riflemen in a sharp 
thrust eight miles northwest of 
Ravenna on the 8th Army’s coastal 
sector along Highway 16. Against 
enemy fighters cketed in every 
house between the Lamone River 


and a ditch called the Fosso Vecchio, 


Canadians gained the only ground 
in a day of rough battle. 

Both Allied Armies in Italy en- 
gaged the Nazis in tricky, Italian- 
like warfare that tested individual 
ability high in the snow-covered 
Apennines. 

Fifth Army raiding parties and 
patrols pushed’ deeply into enemy 
positions on various parts of the 
front. Strong enemy patrols, some 
with mortar and artillery support, 
also were active, 15th Army Group 
headquarters announced today. 

In recent fighting, it was an- 
nounced today, a tiny farmstead 
named the Casa Baldi-Randi was 
captured. Here a Maj. Fiore, one 
time land agent to Duce Mussolini, 
was executed by the German SS 
at the request of his former master. 





Weather, Mountains 
‘Contribute New Woe 


By A Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 3 
—There were a few worried face®* 
*way back in the rear areas today 
when the sound of grew 
louder and louder. Had the Ger- 
mans launched a counteroffen- 
sive on the 5th Army front? At 
ease, gentlemen, 
German guns you heard. They 
were ours and y hadn’t backed 
up an inch. 

A combination of unusual at- 
mospheric and conditions 
had teamed up to carry the gun 
reports south from the front for 
distances up to 15 miles—that was 
the explanation from Lt. Richard 
Brewer of San Diego, the 5th 
Army weather officer. 

First, take a strong wind blow- 
ing from a northerly direction, 
mix it into unstable , and echo 
it down the more or less parallel 
north-south valleys of the Apen- 
nines—that was the transmission 
set up by Mother Nature today, 
with Mars, the god of war, at the 
mike end. 


TAF Pilots Pound 
Po Valley Rail Lines 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Jan. 3 
—Forty rail cuts were effected and 
13 bridges were destroyed or dam- 
aged yesterday by Tactical Air Force 
fighters and fighter bombers mis- 
sioned to ruin communications in 
the northwest Po Valley and. the 
Brenner area. 

Medium and heavy bomber op- 
erations were cancelled because of 
bad ceilings, but MAAF planes flew 
about 1,000 sorties yesterday, losing 
only one fighter. 

Fighter planes also attacked close- 
support targets, scoring many hits 
on gun positions, defended areas 
and enemy-occupied buildings. A 
landing-strip north of Genoa and 
the Linate airfield were strafed. A 
12th Air Force Thunderbolt forma- 
tion hit the rail yards on the north- 
eastern outskirts of Milan, where 
they destroyed four locomotives and 
damaged four others along with 25 
attached railroad cars. Swinging five 











miles north to Monca, the forma-/|te 


tion destroyed or damaged 12 more 
locomotives. 


Nearly 1,000 Blocks 
Of Budapest Taken 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sible. Mines were even attached 
to trees along the boulevards. Elec- 
trified barbed wire was strung in 
front of the advancing Russian tom- 
my-gunners and grenade-throwers. 

An Izvestia dispatch said: ”"Some- 
times through the smoke of street 
battles outlines of cathedrals emerge 
and vanish. One of the finest 
bridges in Europe was blown up 
under our eyes. We asked a captive 
German SS officer, Karl Swabe, 
"How can you destroy indifferently 
all these monuments to culture?’ 
He shrugged his shoulders and said, 
"We did not build them; why should 
we spare them?’” 








MOSCOW, Jan. 3 (UP)—While 
the Red Army accelerated the mop 
up of Budapest, capturing 295 more 
blocks of houses within the Hun- 
garian capital, the German com- 
mand launched today a belated 
counterattack apparently aimed at 
relieving the beleaguered garrison, 
striking in force southeast of the 
Danube at the rail-junction of Ko- 
maxon, 45 miles northwest of Buda- 
pest. 

The Moscow communique said 
that the German counterattack was 
repulsed with heavy losses to the 
enemy. 
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By AL CAPP 
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‘THET WOODEN INUUN THET 
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Bombers Dig Again 
At Reich's Vitals; 
Attack In 12th Day 


LONDON, Jan. 3—The massive 


Allied aerial assault the 
Reich, which saw the destruction 
of German planes on Monday, 


364 
continued yesterday and today as 
great numbers of heavy bombers 
struck at industrial and military in- 
stallations in western Germany. 

Eleven hundred Fortresses 
and Liberators of the 8th AAF, 
escorted by 650 fighters were over 
Germany for the twelfth successive 
day. ey struck at troop and 
armor concentrations behind the 
battlelines and bombed a dozen rail 
targets between Karlsruhe and 
Cologne. They took off from their 
British bases shortly after more 
than 1,000 planes of the RAF, carry- 
ing 6,000 tons of bombs had returned 
from one of their heaviest night 
attacks of the war. 

Industrial and railway targets in 
Nuremburg, Berlin and the I. G. 
Farben Works at Ludwigshafen- 
Mannheim, the largest chemical 
plant in the world, were the tar- 
gets of the RAF. 

Three thousand tons of bombs 
were dropped by more than 1,000 
American heavies in daylight yes- 
terday on three marshalling yards, 
five road and rail junctions, six 
bridges and enemy troop concen- 
trations. The bombers. were es- 
corted by 650 long range fighters. 

The railyards were at Geralstein, 


to the east of Prum; Bad Kruez- ° 


nach, south of Bingen and Ehrang, 
south of Trier, all near the Ger- 
man frontier. All of the communi- 
cation centers attacked were in the 
area to the east of the German 
salient in Belgium, and the bridges 
were mostly in the Cologne area, 
German tank and infantry concen- 
trations were bombed in a wooded 
area near Saarlautern and within 
ten miles of the present front 
lines. 

Although the weather was clear 
and the heavy bombers were able 
to attack the majority of their tar- 
gets visually, the Luftwaffe, after 
its disastrous losses of Monday, 
made but scattered attempts at in- 
terception. 

Returning crewmen said that the 
area was covered with bomb pat- 


TNs. 
While the heavy bombers un- 
loaded their explosives, groups 
from the fighter escort swooped 
down to machine gun enemy for- 
ces moving towards the front and 
shot up 16 locomotives, 25 freight 
cars, five trucks, a rail station and 
a staff car. Nine bombers and two 
fighters failed to return. 

Fighter bombers and fighters of 
the 9th AAF flew more than 300 
sorties and struck at a column of 
enemy motorized infantry five miles 
east of St. Vith. Sixty-nine ve- 
hicles were reported destroyed and 
many troops killed. In other at- 
tacks, 87 vehicles were destroyed 
or damaged, including 45 tanks 
and armored cars. 


Professor Of Economics 
Will Head Bank Of Italy 


ROME, Jan. 3—Professor Luisi 
Einaudi, economist, has been named 
Governor of the Bank of Italy by the 
Italian cabinet, it was announced 
today. Professor Nicolo Introna, 
commissioner of the Bank, has been 
appointed director general. 

Normally the governor of,the bank 
is chosen by a council composed of 
the directors of all Italian banks, 
and he must not be a member of 
the Chamber of Deputies or Senate. 
A special decree was required to 
select Einaudi since he is a senator 
and since the heads of the banks 
in northern Italy cannot be con- 
vened. 

Einaudi arrived recertly from 
Switzerland by plane with other 
leading political figures returning 
after fleeing the Fascists. He has 
taught economics at the University 
of Turin and written for newspapers 
and magazines. 


—" 
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and Dr. Subasic on a regency and 
formation of a federal democratic 
government was reached several 
months ago but was held in abey- 
ance of the king’s approval. 

Lik George of Greece, who 


e King rg 
finally bowed to the will of his peo- 
ple, Peter was left with no other 
choice now and diplomatic quarters 
believed that if he accepted the 
regency it would be tantamount t0 











relinquishing his throne. 
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Enemy Counterblow 
In Budapest Area 
Halfed By Soviets 


More City Blocks Inside 
Hungarian Capital Fall 
To Russian Army 


MOSCOW, Jan. 4 (UP)—Russian 
front line reports today qualified 
the situation of the German garri- 
son as hopeless following the fail- 
ure of the big German panzer and 
infantry forces attacking southeast 
of Komaron to break through the 
encirclement and relieve the trapped 
army in the Hungarian capital. 

Fanatical German units are be- 
ing hemmed in on all sides and are 
being thrown on both banks of the 
Danube inside the city by the con- 
certed Russian attacks in Buda and 
Pest. 

The Russian Air Force has step- 
ped up attacks on the enemy’s po- 
sitions in the city and are now 
making massed night and day at- 
tacks. 

The German commander’s recent 
refusal to accept the surrender ulti- 
matum was apparently based on 
the assurance of his high command 
that the encircled army would be 
relieved by the strong force attack- 
ing southeast of Komaron. 

German units inside the city tried 
to make a sortie simultaneously 
with the Komaron attack but were 
beaten back. 

A strong German counteroffen- 
sive from western Hungary, aimed 
at relieving the encircled Budapest 
garrison, gained ground today, but 
inside the Hungarian capital So- 
viet shock troops broke through to 
the Danube and captured another 
167 city blocks and won the big 
central park on the eastern half of 
the city. : 

The Soviet Command admitted 
that tie Germans—at the cost of 
immense losses in men and ma- 


(Continued on Page 8) 


Nags May Be Running 
Across U. S. Border 


By Army News Service 

NEW YORK, Jan. 4—The ma- 
jority of the nation’s bookmakers 
whose annual take runs into mil- 
lions plan to "ride out” the sus- 
pension of horse racing in the 
United States by making book on 
tracks operating in Mexico and 
Cuba, a United Press survey dis- 
closed. 

Closing of all animal tracks at 
midnight on Tuesday hit the big 
bookmakers the hardest as many of 
them, particularly in the East, 
planned to close their establish- 
ments and spend the rest of the 
winter vacationing in Florida or 
California. They figured the play 
on Mexican and Cuban tracks would 
not be enough to enable them to 
continue to operate at a profit. 
With the small bookmaker it was 
different because he does not have 
to have a big play to make a living. 
Many of them hope to supplement 
their income by turning to the 
numbers racket and other gambling 
outlets such as basketball, football 
and baseball. The minority of 
bookies have decided to close up and 
cor other jobs including war plant 








Just how thousands of agents for 
ookmakers — cigar store owners, 
bartenders and barbers—will fare 
was a matter of conjecture. Most 
bookies predicted that the business 
gould pick up again in the spring if 

© Canadian tracks operate. They 
ete fearful that many bettors wiil 
: timid about playing Mexican 
me Cuban tracks because of their 
: amiliarity with horses, jockéys 
nd betting systems. The fact that 
noe ean tracks pay off in pesos was 
barr pected to prove much of a 
ler, 
Neither did the bookies believe 
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MEDITERRANEAN 





Outburst Of Rumors 
Has Britain In Dither 





LONDON, Jan. 4 (AP) — An 
outburst of alarmist rumors has 
caused the Foreign Office to warn 
the public to "get your news auth- 
oritatively through the press — 
such rumors are likely to be of 
enemy origin.” 

Since Saturday, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, Supreme Al- 
lied Commander Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and George Bernard 
Shaw were rumored to have died, 
and Lt. Gen. George S. Patton to 
have been captured—all false re- 
ports. > 

"People should bear in mind 
that the public would be immedi- 
ately and authoritatively advised 
through the press of any such 
happening as the reports circul- 
ated in the past weeks,” the For- 
eign Office said. 














Nazi Raid Repulsed 
By 5th Army Units 


By A Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 4— 
The continuing sensitiveness along 
most of the 5th Army front was 
highlighted yesterday by four en- 
counters: 

(1) A German raid against Eng- 
lish-held positions on the Mount del 
Verre-Sillara ridge area was pre- 
ceded by a rocket barrage, but was 
nevertheless repulsed. Another novel 
enemy tactic was the firing of 
huts and shelters in Allied outpost 
areas by incendiary bullets. 

(2) Northwest of Grizzane, South 
African troops clashed in at least 
three areas. In the Gaggio region 
one sharp encounter took place in- 
side a church with Allied troops 
using hand grenades to drive out 
two or three Germans who were 
hidden behind the altar. 

(3) Four times Allied patrols at- 
tempted to get into Paradise but 
each time the unofficial guardian 
wouldn’t let them. Paradise, in this 
case, is the hamlet of Paradise im- 
mediately northwest of German- 
held Tossignano and the Krauts 
seemed determined to defend it. 
(4) German night raiders were 
over the front lines last night drop- 
ping anti-personnel bombs. One 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Counterattack Begun 
By Ist Army Troops 





tonight, according to BBC. 


LONDON, Jan. 4—The new U. £. Ist Army offensive along the northern flank of the German 
bulge in Belgium has gained three and one half miles at some points, it was officially announced 


First Army forces had failed to make contact with any of the main armored forces of Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt in the initial stages of the drive, BBC said. It was reported that 
Rundstedt had committed at least ten divisions, five of them armored, to meet the 3rd Army 
offensive from the south in the Bastogne area. Front-line dispatches during the day, according to 





Army Ousts Ward Officials; 
Tightens Hold On Business 





and six other cities. 


a new depository for the com- 
pany funds and announced they 
would handle payrolls hence- 
forth. 

Service officials acted swiftly 
to gain complete authority in 
operating the big mail order house 
facilities. First step in that direction 
was the ousting of 11 company offi- 
cials who, Army men said, remained 
defiant since the military took over 
last Thursday and refused to co- 
, apes in the government’s opera- 
tion. 

Alleged interference in the Army’s 
operation was being investigated for 
the first time by a Federal Grand 
Jury. Federal attorneys filed 18 
affidavits in connection with the 
government’s petition for injunction 
to prevent company interference 
and for a declaratory judgment up- 
holding the legality of the seizure 
ordered by President Roosevelt. A 
Federal Court hearing is scheduled 
for next Monday. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph W. Byron, mili- 
tary manager, who directed the 
Army’s movements Tuesday, said 
officials or other employes dismissed 
for non-cooperation with the Army 
faced possible Selective Service re- 
classification. Later, Byron said 
there was "an increasing indication 
that the War Department will have 
the cooperation of the great major- 
ity” of the company’s employes in 





(Continued on Page 2) 


By Army News Service 
CHICAGO, Jan. 4—The Army tightened control over Mont- 
‘}gomery Ward in a military fashion yesterday and announced 
it was administering the huge mail order business in Chicago 


Army officers took over the big third floor vault in the 
Chicago Administration Building, assumed jurisdiction over the 
money it contained, changed the combinations on locks, chose 
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Deferred Farmers 
To Be Weeded Out 


By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — The 
White House today directed Selec- 
tive Service to press "to the full 
extent permitted by law” the draft- 
ing of deferred farm workers in 
the 18 through 25 age class. 
Acting with President Roosevelt’s 
authorization, War Mobilization Di- 
rector James F. Byrnes called on 
Selective Service Director Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey to draw as much 
as possible on this largest remain- 
mg reservoir of manpower. 
Byrnes said there were 364,000 
men in this age range now holding 
agricultural deferments. 
"The Army and Navy believe it 
essential to the effective prosecu- 
tion of the war,” Byrnes said, "to 
induct more men in this age group.” 
Byrnes told Hershey: ’’The Presi- 
dent feels that in view of existing 
conditions agriculture like our other 
war industries can with few excep- 
tions be carried on by those in the 
older age groups.” 
Byrnes acted in spite of reports 


. (Continued on Page 2) 











©y would be hampered by the 
(Continued on Page 7) 





ONE REASON FOR RACI 


Following a Government crackdown, all racetracks in 
the first time since the war began. One reason: Absenteeism in war plants near the tracks. 
Another: Manpower shortages. Still another is shown in this picture of the Christmas Day 
race at Tropical Park, Miami, where a record throng turned out evidently with complete dis- 
regard to restrictions on pleasure driving and gasoline using. 
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the U. S. closed down this week for 





BBC, indicated that the drive, 
launched in the St. Malmedy- 
Stavelot sector, was making good 
progress against tough opposition. 
In the south, however, intensified 
German attacks have forced the 
American 7th Army to relinquish 
ground in the Reich along a 55-mile 
stretch between Saareguemines and 
the Rhine. 

Elsewhere, dispatches said, in 
an obvious reference to the battle 
of the bulge, the American Ist 
and 3rd Armies stood less than 16 
miles apart when the Ist went back 
over to the offensive for the first 
time since it was jolted loose from 
its Belgian-Luxembourg line by the 
German push beginning on Dec. 16. 

Third Army tanks were reported 
to be fighting their way through 
the Nazi forces in a four column 
push. From Bastogne they drove up 
to five miles northeast of that town, 
reaching to within five miles of 
Houffalize, the hub of the German 
bulge. 

(The Malmedy-Stavelot sector, 
where a German announcement, ac- 
cording to BBC, said attacks had 
been launched at three villages, is 
the sector of the northern flank 
where the line was stabilized after 
the first fury of the German drive 
was spent.| 

This drive was estimated to have 
cost the enemy so far 60,000 casual- 
ties. 

German losses included 20,000 
prisoners and the severe mauling of 
11 divisions, including the destruc- 
tion of five panzer divisions by the 
3rd Army alone. 

Field Marshal Gerd von Rund- 
stedt managed to cram into the gap 


(Continued on Page 8) 


‘New Deal’ For Italy, 
MacMillan Reveals 


ROME, Jan. 4 — War-ravaged 
Italy is to get a "New Deal,” Harold 
MacMillan, acting president of the 
Allied Commission and British 
Minister Resident in the Mediter- 
ranean, announced at a press con- 
ference tonight. 

A statement containing the de- 
tails of an Allied ’’New Deal” plan 
will soon be made by the Govern- 
ments of the United States and 
Great Britain, he disclosed. 

The new policy will be based on a 
comprehensive plan submitted to 
the two governments by Mr. Mac- 
Millan, who said he had been work- 
ing out details fcr the program 
since Nov. 12, two days after his 
appointment as the AC's acting 
president. He added that the Brit- 
ish War Cabinet had already ap- 
proved the plan and that it was 
now being considered in Washing- 
ton. 

Discussing the plan, Mr. Mac- 
Millan said that AC’s "hope and 
faith is that Italians, with greater 
independence, yet working harmo- 
niously at our side, may aid us to 
make our service effective. But 
whatever we can do for Italy is as 
nothing to what the Italians can 
do and must do for themselves, mor- 
ally as well as materially. I believe 
that the Italian people will respond 
to generosity and confidence. 

"Such is the wish of the heads of 
our two governments. It is in this 
spirit that they have made their 
declarations, and it is in this spirit 
that, on their behalf, we in the. 
Commission rededicate ourselves to 
our task. 

"I am happy to say that I can 
confidently look forward to a com- 
plete agreement,” he stated. "From 
the telegrams which have been 
passing from Washington through 
London to me on detailed points, 
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Because during the last three years the tremendous ex-liner Queen Elizabeth has been in the 

troop transport game. The largest ship afloat, the *Queen” is pictured at the Boston Navy 

Yard during a recent refurnishing visit. This is one of the few pictures made of the giant 
vessel since she entered the British transport service. 





Italian Trade Unions Achieve Unity 
With 2,000,000 Members Enrolled 





ROME, Jan. 4—Trade unions under Fascism, when they were allowed to exist at all, were 
as hollow as Il Duce’s dreams of empire. Free labor unions could not exist in Mussolini’s Italy, 
just as they could not survive in Hitler’s Germany or in any other country that the Nazis overran. 

Now that Fascism has been kicked out in a large part of Italy, labor has begun a vigorous 
comeback in the liberated areas. Nearly all the trade union forces, representing every shade of 
political opinion, have decided to join one parent organization. When the latest merger takes 


By Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 





effect on Jan. 28, almost 2,000,0004 


Italian workers will belong to 
one federation. 

Labor unity, then, in Italy is 
a reality. Trade unions are 
united in the GCIL (General Con- 
federation of Italian Labor). And 
this is the story of how trade unions 
were renewed with the arrival of 
the Allies and, in some places dur- 
ing the German occupation. . 


ACTIVITY RESUMED 


Trade union activity was resumed 
in southern Italy after the Allies 
moved in. In the Rome area an 


underground labor movement was m 


organized nine months before the 
capital was liberated. 

In July, 1943, a month after the 
freeing of Rome, the leaders of 
the labor movements affiliated with 
the Christian Democrat, Socialist 
and Communist parties signed a 
pact. They pledged themselves to 
strict labor unity, and GCIL was 
set up. The agreement stipulated 
that the confederation was to have 
complete independence from all po- 
litical parties. ° 

Though the foundations of GCIL 
were laid by the Christian Demo- 
crat, Socialist and Communist par- 
ties, workers affiliated with other 
parties have adhered. In the Rome 
branch of GCIL, known as the 
Labor Chamber of Rome, union 
members connected with the Action 
party are represented. 

The three original parties have 
kept the leadership of GCIL, 
throtgh the organization’s three 
general secretaries: Giuseppe di 
Vittorio, Communist; Oreste Liz- 
zadri, Socialist, and Achille Grandi, 
Christian Democrat. 

MANUAL WORKER 

Di Vittorio, 52, is a former manual 
worker. He is a se‘f-taught man 
who has paid for his convictions by 
serving time in Fascist jails. Fas- 
cist Italy became too hot for him 
after a time, and he lived in France 
for many years. 

Lizzadri, 48, was once a bank 
director. Since he did not trim his 
opinions to suit the ruling Fascists, 
he was persecuted and was tossed 
out of his job. He sent into ap- 
parent seclusion, turning to wine 
making for a living. 

Grandi, 61, used .. be a typog- 
rapher. Like ci Vittorio, he was 
self-taught. In 1918 he founded a 
trade union of Christian workers. He 
served in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties before Mussolini took over. 

Once GCIL was organized, the 
next move was for an alliance with 
trade unions in the south. Three 


movements had sprung up, centered 
chiefly in Bari and Naples, after the 
coming of the Allies. 

There was a Socialist-Communist 
Confederation of Labor in Bari, and 
another in Naples, with the two 
merging in the spring of 1943. This 
merger was called the "Red Con- 
federation.” The Christian Demo- 


crats in Naples organized what was| 


termed a "White Confederation.” An 
independent federation, made up 
mostly of textile, telephone and 
telegraph workers, was organized 
by Luigi Gentili, an Action party 


an. 
Shortly after the formation of 
GCIL in Rome last July, the "Red 
Confederation” of the south joined 
up. Last September a meeting, took 
place in Naples with representatives 
of the "White Confederation.” 





Agreement on principles followed, 
and with details ironed out, the 
merger is ready to take effect this 
month. 

There are several small, scat- 
tered trade union movements in 
Italy that have not yet adhered, 
but most of them are prepared to 
come into GCIL. 

Though GCIL maintains that its 
objectives are not political, it took 
a strong stand during the recent 
cabinet crisis, warning’ against any 
attempt to create a reactionary gov- 
ernment. 

The real strength of an Italian 
trade union movement cannot be 
achieved, however, until northern 
Italy is liberated. For the north is 
the industrial area of Italy, and it 
is there that the GCIL will find new 
members and sources of power. 





Ex-Bavarian 


Heads 6th Panzer Army 


LONDON, Jan. 4—The 6th Ger- 
man Panzer Army, whose presence 
in the Ardennes bulge in Belgium 
was disclosed by SHAEF yesterday, 
is commanded by SS Col. Gen. 
Joseph Dietrich, a former Bavarian 
bartender who is on the Russians 
war criminal list for atrocities com- 
mitted at Kharkov, according to 
the Associated Press. 

Dietrich, described as an old guard 
Nazi who is on intimate terms with 
Gestapo Chief Heinrich Himmler, 
became identified with the Nazi 
party in the early 1920s and par- 
ticipated in the beer hall putsch 
in Munich in 1923. 

Prior to his appearance at the 
head of the 6th Army, Dietrich was 
last heard of in Normandy where he 
commanded an SS Panzer Corps 
operating with General Pau! Hus- 
ser’s 7th Army in oposition to the 
British-Canadian attack at Tilly 
Campagne near Caen. 

Born in Hawagen, Bavaria. 51 
years ago, Dietrich volunteered for 
service in World War I and rose 
to the rank of sergeant major. In 
the immediate postwar years he 
fought against the Poles and com- 
batted democratic organizations in 
Germany as a member of the Frei- 
corps Oberjand. 

He was serving as a bartender in 





his native Bavaria when he became 





Bartender 


tied up with the Nazi crowd. Five 
years after the Munich putsch, he 
joined the SS and was entrusted 
with the formation of the Leibes- 
tandarte Adolf Hitler which he suc- 
cessively develoved into a regiment, 
a motorized division, a panzer divi- 
sion and a panzer corps. 

Most publicized of the Nazi com- 
manders and believed to be the most 
trusted by the Nazi leaders, he holds 
the Knight’s Cross with oak leaves 
and swords which was given to him 
personally by Hitler. 
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stores under government operation. 

Montgomery Ward’s board chair- 
man, Sewell Avery, who has main- 
tained the seizure was unconstitu- 
tional, remained in his office. 

Byron, in his affidavit, said Avery 
told him that only by court order 
would he cooperate in the operation 
of Ward’s by the Army. 

FoHowing Tuesday’s seizure of 
two Ward warehouses in Detroit, the 
Army is now directing operations in 
16 properties—ten retail stores, 
three mail order houses and three 








President Said Hard 
To Outpiay In Poker 


LONDON, Jan. 4 (AP)—Prosi- 
dent Roosevelt is an expert poker 
player who has “invented several 
refinements of the game that are 
too much for some of his friends,” 
said g columnist of the London 
Evening News, quoting an un- 
named American government em- 
ploye who has just returned from 

as : 

The government employe said 
that he had tried his hardest to 
beat President Roosevelt, and 
added: 

The columnist said that a num- 
ber of American generals are 
poker addicts. Supreme Com- 
mander Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower “is good but very cautious;” 
Lt. Gen. George S. Patton “is 
good and not so cautious,” but the 
champion is Lt. Gen. Ira Eaker, 
Commander of MAAF, who "is 
unbeatable.” 


15th Heavies Out 
Over Northern Italy 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Jan. 
4—Heavy bombers of the 15th AAF 
returned to action today afier five 
days of bad ceilings over the target 
area. Bombardments were concen- 
trated against the Brenner Pass line 
leading down to the Italian front, 
last bombed by the heavies on Dec. 
29 


Today’s missions were flown 
against railyards at Verona, Trento, 
Bronzola and Bolzano. Flying Forts 
hit the two yards at Verona, while 
Libs attacked other points on the 
Brenner line. 

Observed results along the Bren- 
ner Pass route, the west and cen- 
tral Po Valley, the battle area and 
in Yugoslavia showed TAF rolling 
up the following score: 

Destroyed—12 locomotives, 64 
railcars, 58 motor transport, 16 
buildings and six rail bridges. 

Da locomotives, 
railcars, transport, 51 
buildings, 15 rail bridges, two road 
bridges and a 200-foot vessel. 

In addition, 67 rail cuts were ef- 
fected, and numerous hits were re- 
ported on enemy gun positions. 
Several enemy planes were knocked 
out on the ground in an attack at 
a north Italy Luftwaffe base. 

Once again, Mitchells of the 12th 
AF bombed targets on the Brenner 
Pass rail line. On every flying day, 
keeping supply lines choked has 
been No. 1 priority task for the 
mediums On another flight, a sup- 
ply dump near Bologna was bom- 
barded. 

Brazilian Thunderbolts, RAF and 
SAAF Spitbombers of the 22nd 
Tactical Air Command concen- 
trated upon rail lines and roads in 
the central and western Po Valley, 
with devastating effect, while Des- 
ert Air Force war planes, aided by 
rocket-firing 12th AF Thunder- 
bolts, smacked gun positions and 
occupied buildings facing the 8th 
Army. 
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that War Food Administrator Mar- 
b— F ca was opposed to any farm 
raft. 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (ANS)— 
War Food Administrator Marvin 
Jones was represented today as op- 
posed to any move to tighten the 
standards under which 1,600,000 men 
of military draft age have been de- 
ferred as essential farm workers, 
the Associated Press reported. 

War Mobilization Director James 
F. Byrnes reported to the President 
and Congress Monday that it may 
become necessary to reconsider the 
standards governing deferment of 
agricultural workers in order to ob- 
tain additional manpower for the 
armed services. 

Aides to Jones said agriculture 
has the smallest number of workers 
in 34 years yet farm production 
goals for 1945 call for an output at 
last year’s record level to meet mili- 
tary and civilian needs. 

The number of farm workers de- 
ferred under the Selective Service 
System is equivalent to about 18 
percent of the total number of farm 
operators and hired workers on 
farms on Dec. 1. 

The deferred workers were said 
to be the backbone of farm labor 


supply. 
Play Safe 
STOCKHOLM, Jan. 4 — The 
kholm Board of Trade has or- 
ered all Swedish-Balkan shipping 
to keep within territorial waters, 
following the sinking of two Swe- 








warehouses. 


dish ships. 


Switzerland Cut Of 
From Aid By Allies 
| For Helping Enemy 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (AP) — 
Switzerland, which has been giv- 
ing the Nazis too much economic 
help for the liking of the United 
Nations, has been cut off from 
Allied supplies, it was learned. 

Secretary of State Edward R, 
Stettinius Jr., in reply to a ques- 
tion, said that the whole economic 
relationship between the United 
States and Switzerland is receiving 
consideration. 

All Allied supplies going to 
Switzerland must move across 
France. The reasons given for 
shutting off what little the Swiss 
are receiving was the need of all 
French transportation facilities not 
destroyed by the Germans for Al- 
lied military use. 

Nevertheless, some  officials— 
here—who wouldn’t be quoted by 
name said that they are inclined 
to be angry with the Swiss for the 
delay in complying with requests 
to tighten up on help to the Ger- 
mans. 

Among the aid that Switzerland 
is rendering the Nazis, it is said, 
are: 1)The transit of coal and other 
war useful products from Germany 
across Switzerland to northern 
Italy. 2) Swiss export to Germany 
of machinery, aluminum and other 
war goods. a 

There is a difference of opinion 
—here—as to Switzerland’s posi- 
tion in coal and other critical ci- 
vilian products which must be im- 
ported. Some sources feel that 
Switzerland has a sufficient stock 
to be able to cut off the deal by 
which she gets a percentage of 
the coal which it allows to pass 
through to northern Italy. 





BERNE, Jan. 4 (AP) — A new 
campaign for sympathy toward 
Germany has begun anonymously 
in Switzerland. : 

A pamphlet signed by "members 
of the German colony” declared 
its faith in Germany and de- 
manded the expulsion of Gestapo 
informers who, it said, were in 
Switzerland. 

The writer saw the original pam- 
phlet and believes he knows several 
of its authors, who are fully Ger- 
man, anti-Communist, professed 
anti-Nazi and representatives of 
the upper middle class and of busi- 
ness interests. They hope that the 
end of the war will bring Anglo- 
American military occupation, 
friendly towards the re-establish- 
ment of a Germany something like 
that existing before Hitler. 


Arrival Of British Fleet 
In Australia Reported 


SYDNEY, Australia, Jan. 4—The 
ships of the new British Pacific 
Fleet, including a screening force of 
cruisers, destroyers, aircraft carriers 
and other fighting craft, have ar- 
rived in Australia to serve under 





‘Ithe command of Admiral Sir Bruce 


Fraser, news dispatches reported 
today. 

Admiral Fraser’s fleet will serve 
as an independent task force under 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Com- 
mander in Chief of the U. S. Pacific 
Fleet. 

The Australian squadron attached 
to the U. S. 7th Fleet will not be 
shifted to the British Fleet, 4 
spokesman said, because the Aus- 
tralians had to change equipment 
to use U. S. ammunition and an- 
other change would be too expensive 
in time and labor. 








Ex-Premier Of Hungary 
Urges War Against Nazis 


LONDON, Jan. 4—Count Michael 
Karolyi, former Hungarian Premier 
and President, and his Hungarian 
Council in Britain are fully backing 
the new Provisional Government in 
Debreczen. 

"The establishment of a new gov- 
ernment is of greatest importance, 
Count Karolyi said today. "Through 


the Provisional Assembly in De- 
breczen, the ple of Hungary have 
regained their sovereignty.” 


Recommending that all Hungar- 
ians fight alongside the Red Army 
in* the “holy war” against mer, 
Count Karolyi said that one 0 
Hungary’s main problems was de- 
ciding on a constitution. The new 
Hungarian government may be one 
of three things, said Karolyi: A 
kingdom without a king, a mon- 
archy calling for the restoration 0 
the Hapsburg regime or a republic. 
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World Policies, Draftee Plan 


Highligh 





President Sketches Views 


On Background Problems 
Preceding Big 3 Meet 


By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4—Presi- 


dent Roosevelt acknowledged today 


that there are some important dif- 
ferences among the Allied powers 
and implied that they concern 
European political and territorial 
problems, the Associated Press re- 


ported. 

Moreover he indicated he doesn’t 
hope to settle them all at his forth- 
coming meeting with Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and Premier 
Joseph Stalin. 

Sketching the background for 
this meeting, the President told 
reporters that the Allies have a 
pretty good set of principles ‘but 
they are differently interpreted in 
different countries. 


REAL COOPERATION 


The President said very close 
coordination exists between Britain, 
Russia and the United States. He 
made this statement in response 
to a news conference request for 
a discussion of editorials and news 
stories regarding Allied differences. 

Some of the differences are im- 
portant, he said, and some not so 
important. It is perfectly natural, 
the Chief Executive said, for any- 
one who has to write all the time 
for public consumption to lose sight 
of the difference between principles 
and details. 

He said he was referring not 
alone to newspaper reports but to 
those who turn out books and those 
who write for the magazines. 

If you establish principles, he said, 
they serve as a guide. He spoke 
of the Ten Commandments and 
said they were pretty good principles 
even though they often are inter- 
preted differently in different cases. 

Told that Lord Halifax, British 
Ambassador, had said after a State 
Department visit that he had been 
talking of methods for closer con- 
sultation among British, Russian 
and Americans, Mr. Roosevelt said 
he thought the only way that could 
be obtained would be by having a 
omen capital, which is impos- 
sible. 


MUCH CORRESPONDENCE 

He said that the coordination is 
very close andthe volume of corres- 
pondence, telegrams and communi- 
cations going on all the time was 
amazing. 

Mr. Roosevelt also was asked 
about Prime Minister Churchill’s 
statement that he had been in 
telegraphic correspondence with the 
President on the handling of the 
Greek situation, the implication be- 
ing that the President had in some 
way subscribed to the British policy 
of A armed force in Greece. 


t 
the populations of the rescued coun- 
tries do not starve. 

The President may start off his 
relations with the new Congress 
by laying down a proposed foreign 
Policy program. There are reports 
that his State of the Union mes- 
Sage Saturday will lay down point 
by point the program of foreign re- 
lations proposals on which he hopes 
action will be taken in the months 
ahead, the Associated Press said. 


Deanna Free 


LOS ANGELES, Jan. 4—Actress 
Deanna Durbin was officially free 
of marital ties today, after the 
Superior Court, yesterday, granted 
her the final decree of divorce from 

aughn Paul, former film producer, 


| Capitol 


—~ 


Comment 











FBI Is Very Allergic 
To Yank In Nazi Suit 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (ANS) 
—A young man in a Nazi party 
uniform strolled down Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue at noon yesterday. 
He “lasted” just one block and 
a half. Two FBI agents executed 





sharp flanking movements, 
grabbed the lad and started ask- 
_questions. 


t was an experiment by the 
Washington Evening Star to test 
the alertness of the Capital’s 
population. 

Gordon Shorb, copy boy, wore a 
uniform picked up as a souvenir 
by a GI in Europe. 

Pedestrians stared but no one 
started anything. The lad saluted 
an Army major who returned the 
salute. Then young Shorb stopped 
to light a cigarette near the Jus- 
tice Department Building. That's 
when two of Edgar MHoover’s 
boys got curious. 


Allies Draft Agenda 
For ‘Big Three’ Meet 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (UP)— 
Diplomatic messages were reported 
to be flowing from London today, 
to both Moscow and Washington, 
preparing the agenda for the Big 
Three meeting, as the British press 
seized on the opening of the new 
session of Congress to-demand a 
clear-cut statement of the United 
— on its international inten- 
ms. 
Roosevelt’s statement that the 
Big Three are to meet soon was 
—. interpreted in London as 
meaning early in February—as soon 
as possible after the President’s 
fourth term inauguration on Jan- 
uary 20. 
Some observers interpreted this 
to mean there was insufficient time 
for a preliminary conference of the 
"Little Three,” Secretary of State 
Edward R. Stettinius, British For- 
eign Secretary Anthony Eden and 
Molotov, Soviet Commissar for For- 
eign Affairs. 
Nevertheless, a conference of 
Foreign Ministers sometime this 
month would be warmly welcomed 
in London. 

The British were said today to 
be still wishfully talking of a Big 
Three -meeting in England, but 
there was little belief that this 
would happen. 

There was some speculation that 
Roosevelt might visit London after 














with Churchill to the Middle East 
to meet Stalin. 


Susan Peters Survives 
Bullet Wound In Back 


HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 4 (ANS)— 
Dark eyed Susan Peters, movie 
actress, was pronounced, "out of 
immediate danger,” but still in a 
critical condition today, following 
the removal of a rifle bullet that 
lodged in her spine as the result 
of a hunting accident. 

Miss Peters was wounded when 
she jarred the exposed trigger of 
a rifle as she picked it up from 
beneath a bush near Cuna Mesa 
Gun Club. Sheriff Herbert Ken- 
nedy said the party had been duck 
hunting on Cuyamaca Lake and 
the rifle had been used for subse- 





his inauguration and then proceed |i 


_s 


Roosevelt Said To Endorse 
New Mobilization Plan. 
Of James F. Byrnes 


By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4—Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in general endorses 
a home front legislative program 
proposed by War Mobilizer James 
F. Byrnes, but some other Govern- 
ment agencies such as the War 
Labor Board and Treasury disclaim 
any responsibility. 
The Byrnes proposals, laid in the 
lap of the 79th Congress, included 
the drafting of 4-Fs into limited 
military service or war jobs if the 
present measures prove inadequate 
to meet manpower problems. They 
also include empowering the War 
Labor Board to enforce its own 
orders, and. tax revisions but no 
general tax reduction. 


IDEAS ALIKE 


Mr. Roosevelt told his news con- 
ference yesterday that the ideas 
of Byrnes, contained in the year- 
end statement, were substantially 
in agreement with his own. 

The Treasury, however, empha- 
sized it was not consulted on the 
Byrnes’ recommendations for tax 
revisions, and War Labor Board 
Chairman William S. Davis denied 
he had any hand in the proposal 
to give WLB enforcement authority. 
Lloyd K. Garrison, member of WLB, 
said he would "hate to see them 
open up” the question of com- 
pliance in the courts. 

Although Democratic leaders 
emerging from the White House 
conference indicated they favored 
swift action on the 4-F draft sug- 
gested by Byrnes, a number of the 
Senators and House members were 
wary of the proposal. 

Sen. Patrick McCarran (D., Nev.) 
said it wasn’t necessary. Sen. Harley 
M. Kilgore (D., W. Va.) and Rep. 
Walter Andrews (R., N. Y.) pon- 
dered the same question: How 
much to pay a drafted 4-F in the 
war plant—the 50 dollars a drafted 





300 dollars or more the man at 


PAY A QUESTION 


Kilgore said: "I am afraid they 
wouldn’t get much production out 
of those 50 dollar a month men.” 


Speaker Sam Rayburn (D., Tex.), 
after a conference with the Presi- 
dent on the problems facing the 
new Congress, praised the war mo- 
bilizer’s year-end report as contain- 
ingey "some fine things.” He told 
reporters that there should be some 


of Administration plans for enacting 


Martin said. "A peacetime draft can 
not become effective until after the 
war and it should receive mature 
consideration.” 


coming back will want to have some- 
thing to say about it.” 


he would like to see the universal 
draft bill passed this winter and 
Chairman Andrew J. May (D., Ky.) 
has announced that the House Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee would start 
hearings this month. Both the Army 
and the Navy reportedly have urged 
early Congressional consideration. 


soldier gets or the 250 dollars to|not opposed to compulsory peace- 
time training and believed that 
the next bench gets? "some type” should be ordered. 


said that he believed a peacetime 
draft was certain to come before 
the new Congress. He agreed with 
Martin that general revision of the 
tax program would not be effective 
this year. 


House Republicans on any legisla- 
tion directly connected with the 
war, commenting that there would 
be many other things to fight about. 
place in the war effort for those|"”We must cut spending and appro- 


GLITTER 


py 
GENERAL OF THE 
This is the insignia that goes 
with the newly-created rank 
of General of the Army. The 
arrangement of the stars cre- 
ates a pentagon in the center 
—the shape of the Army’s 
headquarters building in 
Washington, D. C. 





‘Jafsie’ Dies At 84; 
Important Witness 
In Lindbergh Case 


NEW YORK, Jan. 4—Dr. John 
F. "Jafsie’ Condon, 84, who tried 
in vain to ransom the kidnapped 
baby of Charles Lindbergh, diec 
yesterday on the tenth anniversar; 
of the start of the Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann trial. 

doctor, retired New York 
city public school principal, had 
been ill of pneumonia for a month. 
He was known the world over as 
Jafsie—the name he took from his 
initials—and who handed over 50,- 
000 dollars in the Straymonds ceme- 
tery in The Bronx to a man who 
said he was, "Jolm,” and identified 
himself as the baby’s kidnapper. 

This transaction took place on the 
night of April 2, 1932. On March 1, 








Slow Action Urged 





House Republican leader Joe Martin 
of Massachusetts warned today 
against “hasty” action in the face 


a universal peace-time draft law 
this year. Both compulsory military 
training legislation and tax revision 
should wait until after the fall of 
Germany, Martin indicated in re- 
viewing ideas of what the new Con- 
gress should take up. 

”"T don’t think there is any reason 
to be stampeded into hasty action,” 


“Perhaps,” he added the “boys 


President Roosevelt has said that 


Martin emphasized that he was 


Speaker Sam Rayburn of Texas 


Martin pledged cooperation of 190 





physically unsuited for actual fight- 
ng.” 


priating as deeply and as sharply 
as we can,” he said. 


On Peacetime Draft 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (ANS)— 


previously, the 20-month-old son 
of the famous flier and the former 
-Anne Morrow had been stolen from 
his crib in their Sourland Moun- 
tains home in Hopewell, New Jer- 
sey. A note was left saying the baby 
would be found on "the Broad- 
Boat Nelly,” in Long Island Sound. 
Dr. Condon contacted Lindbergh, 
who had personally been searching 
for the child, and offered to act 
as intermediary. The body was at 
last found in a thicket, off the 
Hopewell-Princeton Highway, five 
miles from the Lindbergh home on 
May 12. 

Three years later, Dr. Condon 
became one of the State’s chief wit- 
nesses in the Flemington, N. J. court- 
house, where Bruno Hauptmann 
was arraigned for the kipnapping 
and slaying. When Attorney Gen- 
eral David Wilentz asked Dr. Con- 
don to identify the "John” he met 
in the Bronx cemetery, he stared 
at the sullen Hauptmann and said 
in hushed tones: "John was Bruno 
Richard Hauptmann.” 

Hauptmann, a_ carpenter, was 
convicted of the crime and sen- 
tenced to die in the electric chair, 
largely on the Condon testimony. 
ae execution followed on April 3, 


Nurse Shortage Critical; 
10,000 Urgently Needed 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4— Eleven 
Army hospital units are being sent 
overseas without any nurses, Basil 
O'Connor, chairman of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, has revealed in an 
urgent request to Red Cross chap- 
ters throughout the country to a_- 
peal for additional nurses for the 
Arm 





y. 
"This is an unprecedented event 
in this war,’ Mr. O’Connor stated, 
The need for 10,000 additional 
nurses immediately, he said, is ur- 
gent, because "rapidly mounting 
casualties make it imperative that 
these nurses be procured at once 
or many of our. wounded will be 





deprived of essential uursing care.” 








They're Still Shivering At Home 








By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4—Sub-zero 
temperatures, snow and_ strong 
winds kept wide sections of the 
nation bundled up and close to their 
stoves yesterday. 

Falling temperatures and heavy 
snowfalls, accompanied by strong 
winds, struck close to the Lake Erie 
and Lake Ontario areas Tuesday, 
with the weather bureau reporting 
falls ranging from ten to 12 inches 
between Erie, Pa., and Buffalo, N. Y. 
The cold wave, which moved east- 


touching the Southern states, mod- 
erated in the Mississippi and Ohio|readings during the night in the 


ward from the Midwest Tuesday, 








now a Navy lieutenant. 


quent target practice. 


river valleys during the night, but 





vania and from one to three inches 
in upper New York State. Lowest 


eastern section were four below at 


new frigid blasts were on the way 
into the region from Canada. 

Heavy snows and sub-zero tem- 
peratures in the New York-Penn- 
sylvania area also brought severe 
hardships, and four deaths attri- 
buted to the storm were reported in 
Buffalo. 

Crews labored to keep the main 
arteries open in the Buffalo area, 
where air, bus and taxi service 
was suspended and schools closed. 
Trains were delayed. 

Falls measuring three to six 
inches were reported in Pennsyl- 
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By CANIFF 





THINGS HAVEN'T CHANGED 
ENLISTE 


4 BIT SINCE 
WUH, JANE 


Elmira, N. Y., and minus two at 
Elkins, W. Va. 

New England weather was clear 
and cold in the wake of Tuesday's 
high winds, with temperatures 
ranging from zero in the northern 
cities to fifteen above in the Boston 
section. 

More cold air moved into North 
Dakota and Minnesota during the 
night and the mercury touched five 
below at Grand Forks and James- 
town, N. D. These marks compared 
to 23 below reported yesterday 

In the cold weather sector new 
icy blasts were expected to cover 
a wide area of the plains states by 
nightfall. 

The weather bureau said tem- 
peratures remained fairly well up 
in Texas and Florida Tuesday and 
cold weather moderated in Okla- 
homa, Arkansas and Tennessee. 

Frost and sub-freezing weather 
were forecast for parts of the Flor- 
ida citrus belt 

The Cumberland River, in Ten- 
nessee, was receding yesterday after 
forcing some lowland residents to 
leave their homes. 

The rampaging Coldwater River 
in Mississippi, flooded thousands 0 
acres of unpicked cotton land in 
the Arkabutla Reservoir area and 
ripped out a section of the bridge 
near Coldwater, causing traffic into 
Mississippi from Memphis to 2e re- 
routed. 

There was some snow and near- 
zero temperatures in Montana and 
below freezing weather in the 
mountain states. : 

Normal temperatures prevailed 
along the Pacific Coast, with read~ 
ings of 76 and 72 reported in Les 





Angeles and San Diego, respectively. 
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Sports, 478996 ; 
Nations News Service and the Army 


The Stars and Stripes is printed at the plant of 1 Messaggero, 152 Via 


del Tritone, Rome. 


--MAIL 


HOUSE OF MAGIC 


Dear Editor: 

Late in June—or was it the be- 
ginning of July—I wrote you a letter 
to state that any magician belong- 
ing to the U. 8S. A. who happened 
to be through this city 
would be welcome in my home, 4, 
via Ciro Menotti, Rome. You, very 
kindly, sent then to me a gentle- 
man of your staff, perhaps to find 
out what kind of a guy I was. I had 
some pleasant talks with him and 
when he left I was under the im- 
pression that his inquiries had been 
satisfactory. Then nothing hap- 
pened. 

Now, I’m informed that a magi- 
cian GI on Special Service has just 
left this city rather disappointed of 
not having been able to find here 
any brother-magician. Magicians 

like to associate with other ma- 
gicians. Before this war I was al- 
ways being visited by magicians 
from everywhere, including the 
States. 
* That is why I beg to ask you 
again to let it be known through 
your paper that the house of an old 
member of the _ International 
Brotherhood of Magicians, Kenton, 
Ohio, an old subscriber to The 
Sphinx, New York, a patron of Max 
Holden, New York, of F. G. Thayer, 
Los Angeles, Calif. and many 
others, shall always be open to any 
magician belonging to the U. S. A. 
—Signor Carlo Rossetti 


THE LOST YEAR 
Dear Editor: 

There is a serious error in the 
27th Fighter Bomber Group article 
which appeared recently. 

The write-up states that the or- 
ganization received its fourth Presi- 
dential citation for action at Sa- 
lerno in Sept., 1943. Later on, you 
state that the group arrived in the 
Mediterranean Theater on 
12th, 1943. 

Obviously, this is an impossibility. 
How could our unit "come to the 
Mediterranean Theater” three 
months after seeing action in that 
same theater, at Salerno? 

The officers and enlisted men of 
the group appreciate the publica- 
tion of the article, but are hopping 
mad about this error. We are fully 
aware, but proud of the fact that 
we have been overseas for better 
than two years, so it’s infuriating 
to read in The Stars and Stripes 
that we have been over but one 


year. 
Because of this error, it seems 
only fair that a retraction be made 
so that we can send home, and 
keep ‘for souvenirs, the clipping 

about our citation. 
—Sgt. Hugh W. Bigelow, AC 
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ON PEACE PARLATE 
Dear Editor: 


sentation at the peace conferences. 
Desirable as this would be it just 
doesn’t seem practical. The GIs 
know all about the combat side of 
war but far bigger issues will be 
decided at the conferences than 
the military issue—which will have 
been settled by that time anyway. 

It’s pretty obvious that any GI 
—enlisted or commissioned—would 
be a bewildered sad sack as soon as 
the discussions got beyond the mili- 
tary aspects, as they surely would 
a few minutes after the confer- 
ences begin. For example, knowing 
how to field-strip a BAR in the 
dark or how to lay a TOT shoot 
will be futile knowledge when the 
world’s top economic brains argue 
whether international cartels shall 
be banned entirely or be permitted 
to exist under supervision of the 
economic section of some future 
League of Nations. 

When the armistice is signed the 
immediate job of the soldier is fin- 
ished—the war is won. Then he 
should step aside and let the other 
experts handle their part of it, just 
as he and his buddies—experts in 
warfare—handled theirs. 

But maintaing the postwar 
peace is something else again; 
that’s everybody’s job—soldier and 
civilian expert as well. It seems 
to me that the most effective way 
for the GI to make his influence 
felt is by membership in a strong 
and articulate veteran’s organiza- 
tion. Then ten or 12 million strong 
he can speak with a voice that no 
one will dare to ignore. 

After a cooling-off and read- 
justment period, when every Joe has 
had a chance to brush up on the 
postwar world-wide problems, he 


powerful veterans’ organization. 
Then he can see to it that the pro- 
visions of the peace are carried out 
fairly and fully; that no new Mus- 
solini can ever again pull off a 
rape of Ethiopia; that no new Hit- 
ler can rise to murder defenseless 
Ledices; that no new Tojo can 
ever sneak up for another stab in 
the back. 

I suggest that the armed forces 
win the war as quickly as possible. 
Then return home and get back to 
work, permitting their country’s 
qualified experts to work out the 
peace terms, and then make sure 
that the war they won and the 
peace their fellow-countrymen ar- 
ranged, are not forgotten in a 
postwar surge of prosperity and iso- 


lationism. 
—F, E. P., Lt. Col. 

















STAGE 

ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo 
Argentina, "Soho Serenade.” — Biddy 
O’Connor, Eliza Kaye, Dennis Sisters 
and Brenda Tanner. Curtain 8:30 PM 
tonight. Beginning Monday, "Panama 
Hattie,” USO Stage Show. Nightly 
at 7:30 PM. 

SCREEN 

ARC movie house—Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM. Held over: Spencer 
Tracy in "Seventh Cross.” Saturday 
and Sunday: '’Gaslight,’”’ with Charles 
Boyer. USO’s "Hollywood High Jinks,” 
Saturday, 3:30 - 7:30 PM. 

Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander Club — Via Venti Set- 
tembre. 

ENSA Supercinema — Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. "A Medal 
For The General,’ with Godfrey Tearle 
and Jeanne De Casalis. Continuous 
from 2:00 PM. Last show at 8:00 PM. 
Beginning Sunday: "They Came To A 
City,” with John Clements. 

CLUBS 

Visit the ARC EM Club, Casina 
delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 
AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities. 
Snack bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

8:15 PM—Movie. 

ARC Officers’ Club — Hotel Barber- 
ini. Piazza Barberini. 

Tours at 9:00 AM and 2 PM. 

OPERA 

Friday, Traviata,” Saturday, Sym- 
phony under the direction of Cpl. Bob 

Lawrence, Sunday, "Traviata,” 5:30 PM, 
Royal Opera House. 


WHEN IN ROME 


Today 











| RESTAURANTS 

| GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 

| 1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the 
black market—eat at-*Home.”* 

| Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poll. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso Um- 
| berto. 
| Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
jleave, 15 Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo. 

Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-17 Via 
| Del Gambero, for day leave EM. 
| Restaurant for American officers, 
;murses and uniformed guests; open 7 
| Via Parma. 
| Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant —! 
|Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00! 
| PM, and 4:00 to 6:30 PM. 

Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
,7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritone. 

VATICAN MUSEUM 

Vatican Museum open daily except 
| Sundays and Holy days. 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. Admission 25 lire which also 
admits visitors to St. John Lateran 
Mission Museums. Viale Vaticano, 
right wall of Vatican City. Competent 
guides, parking space, 

NOTICE : 

Corrections and additional informa- 
; tion for this column should be sent 
to Cpl. John Welsh, III, The Stars 
and Stripes, Rome; or telephone l. d. 
Rome, 478996. 


EXHIBITION 


Masterpieces of European Paintings, 
Palazzo Venezia, open daily, 9:00 AM. 
to 4:30 PM. Admission 20 lire. 








I 
A Mail-Caller asks for GI repre- 





Italian hostages. 
= is usually a 


The stamp congress 
national affair with participants 
coming in from all sections of the 
country. But this year the collectors 
in Bologna and Milan couldn’t quite 
make it, and lack of transportation 
prevented the Neapolitans and 
Florentines from turning up. The 
1945 stamp session, therefore, is 
confined just to Rome. 


Kids, Too... 


Beside the distinguished-looking 
professional merchants and collec- 
tors, the kids were there, too. These 
young collectors, Italy’s future phil- 
atelists, showed up to look 
as distinguished as their seniors. 
All of them carried either a brief 


case or a school bag and they all 


seemed to be wi the same 
style of dark-rimmed spectacles. 

The younger generation at the 
center does a heck of a lot of look- 
ing but little buying. Most of their 
time is spent trying to swap off a 
stamp they don’t want for one they 
would like. And their bartering, 
which goes on within their own 
groups in the corners of the many 
rooms, is conducted in low tones 
but with as much enthusiasm as 
the commercial tradesmen. When 
they grow up, they will be experts 
like Capt. Ugo Rossini, a retired 
Italian naval officer, who is presi- 
dent of this 30-year-old stamp 
society. 

Though there are many couriter- 
feit stamps about, the captain said, 
it is unlikely that the average 
American soldier will come in con- 
tact with them. "The soldiers,” he 
said, "prefer modern stamps—such 
as the Libya issue which shows 
Mussolini and Hitler side by side 
—mostly for souvenirs. Counterfeit 
stamps always turn up in the older, 
more expensive issues.” 

"The old stamps,” the captain 
went on to explain, ”are those which 
go back before 1870. In those days, 
Italy was partitioned into little 
states and the stamps which they 
issued are now good collectors’ items 
—and some are very expensive. That 
is why counterfeiting is usually 
found only in these older stamps.” 

According to Capt. Rossini, the 
soldier has more to fear from street 
hawkers who, in many casés, are 
out to cheat the unsuspecting. Not 
= — however, are swindlers, 

e said. 


Stamp Market... 


"If the soldiers wish,” he con- 
tinued, "they may come to this 
center on Saturday afternoons or 
Sunday mornings. The most reput- 
able merchants and collectors come 
here then and the soldier can buy 
stamps from them, exchange some 
he has, or find out if the stamp 
he has purchased is good or bad 
and how much it is worth. We 
would be very happy to welcome the 
soldiers here.” 

Some other collectors at the club 
offered an explanation on why there 
is such a strong demand for certain 
Italian stamps. The most frequent 
request is for Vatican stamps which 
are issued in short series, they said, 
and which are a prize item with 
collectors all over the world. But 
these stamps are very difficult to 
obtain. For example, on Nov. 21, 
the Vatican issued about 400,000 sets 
of new stamps. The issues, four 
to a set, were valued at 25 centesi- 
mi, 80 centesimi, one lire 25 cen- 
tesimi and 10 lire. Now, according 
to the collectors, . is impossible to 


!buy these stamps at their face 


be 
rom 


value. The sets, they said, ma 
purchased at local shops for 
75 to 200 lire. 
The stamp society concludes its 
yearly meeting this Sunday. 
—Sgt. HARRY SHERSHOW 





Friendly Exchange 


ROME, Jan. 4 — Foreign Minis- 


‘|ter Alcide de Gasperi of Italy —_ 


Soviet Foreign Commissar V 

Molotov have exchanged messages 
on De Gasperi’s assumption of of- 
fice. De Gasperi said it was his 


"firm intention to give most active 
collaboration to the growth of 
friendship between the two coun- 
tries.” Molotov said he fully shared 
the hope for growing friendship, 


UP FRONT... 
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Reason Behind Gamble 
By Nazi Airmen Studied 





The desperate effort of the Luft- 
waffe early this week to neutralize 
Allied air superiority on the west- 
ern front by an all-out attack on 
fighter fields probably would not 
have been attempted had not the 
German Air Force been confronted 
with an almost impossible task. 

Three major missions have con- 
fronted the Luftwaffe: (1) the de- 
fense of vital war centers that have 
been the repeated targets of thou- 
sands of Allied heavy bombers; 
(2) the protection of troop and sup- 
ply convoys m up to the west- 
ern front; (3) e provision of 
cover for front-line German ground 
forces. 

Allied air experts are agreed that 
the number of planes known to be 
possessed by the Luftwaffe is far 
less than that required to — 
lish the three missions adequately. 
The Luftwaffe during the past few 
weeks and months has been forced 
to shift its planes from one defense 
job to another to meet the demands 
of the moment. 


TRY FOR TIME 


The theory has been advanced 
that one of the principal objectives 
of the great Christmas offensive of 
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s 
armored and infantry forces in 
Belgium and Luxembourg was to 
gain time—time in which increas- 
ing quantities of jet-propelled fight- 
ers and V weapons could be pro- 
duced before the coming of spring 
and improved flyin;. weather would 
bring an increasingly heavy air of- 
fensive to the Reich. 

Failing in this, the German High 
Command may have decided that 
the next best way to meet the chal- 
lenge of Allied air superiority would 
be to destroy that superiority, not in 
the air but on the ground. ; 

Whatever may have been the 
reason for this decision the attempt 
was made. At least 900 German 


Single-engined fighter: and jet- 


propelled fighters took to the air 
on Monday morning and made an 
all-out attempt to knock out many 
of the Allied-held airfields on the 
western front. 

The greatest concentration of 
fighters was sent to airfields in 
the triangle formed by Maastricht 
and Eindhoven in the western 
Netherlands and Brussels in Bel- 
gium—the advanced bases from 
which the Allied fighters take off 
to escort the heavy bombers coming 
from Britain or to move out on 
tactical sorties. 

The attempt was a disastrous 
failure. 


SURPRISE ATTACK 


The Germans in most instances 
attained a tactical surprise in that 
the Allied fighters received no in- 
dication of the Luftwaffe’s presence 
until the attacking planes were 
nearing the fields. 

The Allied tactical air units, how- 
ever, quickly rose to meet the chal- 
lenge. In fierce air duels that 
ranged all over the western front 
as far toward the coast as Brussels, 
364 of the Luftwaffe were shot down 
—the greatest defeat ever suffered 
by the German Air Force. Allied 

were less than 50. 

The overwhelming success achiev- 
ed by the Allied tactical air units 
in all-out battle gives sub- 
stance to the theory that the 
Germans realized the extent of 
Allied air superiority and resorted 
to drastic surprise measures to erase 
this superiority. 

The loss of the 364 planes, how- 
ever, is something that the German 
High Command obviously did not 
anticipate. 

Unable to perform its essential 
missions before, the Luftwaffe is 
in far more serious straits as 4 
result of this week’s developments. 
The gamble might have been fat 
better not taken. 





—Sgt. DONALD WILLIAMS 





| They Say... 





WILLIAM L. SHIRER, reporting 
from Germany: 


"Visitors to this front are im- 
pressed by the fact that the 
American command is determined 
not to waste American lives. 
—e the progress might be 
aster.” 


LADY ASTOR, American - born 
British countess, and first woman 
elected to Parliament, regretting 
as she announces her retirement 
that the first woman in the House 
hadn’t been an Englishwoman: 


"I am a Virginian, which I sup- 
Pose is the next best thing.” 


LT. GEN. WILLIAM S. KNUDSEN 
stating that Southern California 
is neither a white spot nor a 
black spot in the national war 
production picture: 





*"It’s a grease spot. It’s slipping.” 


HOPE GAUL, menu editor for The 
Christian Science Monitor: 


"Johnny will be marching home 
one of these days ... and make 
no mistake, he is coming home 
with a global appetite. When the 
little wife says to him—"John 
darling, what’ll we have for din- 
ner tonight?”—his answer, if he’s 
been to Italy or even in Sicily, 
will doubtless be — "Let’s have 
fritto misto alla Fiorentina!” 


JACQUES DEBU-BRIDEL, in the 
French Consultative Assembly, 
American treatment of Germa? 
POWs: 

"Is it right that German prisones 
should I may 
with certa juc ro 
United States, such as condensed 
milk, chocolate and oranges, ¥ 





our children go hungry?” 
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ART of the ‘success of Allied opera- 

tions in the Philippines has been due 
to the work of guerrillas—some native, 
some American—who never surrendered 
in 1942 and who have disrupted enemy 
communications, seized vital areas, per- 


ad assed large_numbers of enemy troops. 
This map shows where the guerrillas 


urgent spying duties and har- 





have struck back. 
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Guerrillas 
played a major role 
in freeing the island. 





They gave 
information to aid 
U. S. landing and 
fought with invad- 
i Yank troops. 
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Rugged Little Filipino Patriot \Hitler Stooge Wants 
Proves Valiant Fighting Man 





The Filipino is a rugged little 
man, a brave and crafty warrior. 
He comes from many and varied 
tribes, most important of which are 
the Igorots, warlike pagans of 
mountainous Luzon, with an old 
reputation for headhunting, and the 
Mohammedan Moros of Mindoro 
and nearby southern islands. 

Fighting men of both of these 
dominant tribes, along with many 
from the oe Visayan 
groups of mixed oods, served 
valiantly with General Douglas 
MacArthur in the desperate days 
after Pearl Harbor. Once the gen- 
eral, watching Igorots fighting from 
the top of American tanks, said 
they fought with "breath-taking, 
heart-stopping desperation.” 


IN JUNGLES, MOUNTAINS 


When the Japanese conquered, 
these loyal Filipinos hid deep in the 
jungles and mountains of their na- 
tive islands, did what they could 
to knife the conquerors and made 
ready for the day when the Ameri- 
cans would return. 

For two years they carried on an 
unceasing campaign to harass and 
Spy upon the Japanese. How much 
they did and how they did it is 
only now becoming known as Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s men move over 
the islands in their campaign of 
reconquest. 

It has been revealed, for instance, 
that an American air corps officer, 
Lt. Leon  Tinnell, spent seven 
months on Mindanao Island prior 
to the landings, living and fighting 
with the guerrillas. He came in by 
submarine. He said he saw Filipino 
Patriots frighten the Japanese so 
badly that they didn’t dare leave 
their camps to move inland except 
in force. 

_ Brig. Gen. Carlos P. Romulo, Res- 
ident mer of the ——- 
pine Commonwealth, has recently 





told in a series of magazine articles 
about the birth of the resistance 


movement, the ingenuity of the 
Filipino underground and the dra- 
matic story of how supplies were 
brought to the Patriots many 
months before the U. S. troops 
landed on Leyte. 

General Romulo said the first 
sign that Filipino resistance was 
at work came in the form of a weak 
radio message from Panay Island, 
picked up by War Department mon- 
itors in the fall of 1942. 

"The spark of tnat radio was the 
spark of hope. Recognizing it for 
just that,” he wrote, "General Mac- 
Arthur carefully picked a small 
group of U. S. and Filipino officers 
to go into the islands.” 

One of these was Lt. Tinnell. They 
took in few arms, but what they 
really brought was evidence that 
the Filipino had not been forgotten. 

These men, as they moved 
through the Philippines, carried 
quinine, aspirin and chewing gum 
as their a. 

"In time, the possession of a stick 
of chewing gum found on a Filipino 
by the Japanese was considered suf- 
ficient cause for the death sen- 
tence,” Romulo wrote. 


*COLONEL X’ 

An American colonel—"Colonel 
xX”—was appointed by General Mac- 
Arthur to take charge of the entire 
Filipino Patriot movement. After 
the first contact party returned 
from the islands, ”Colonel X” flew 
to California where two regiments 
of Filipinos were in training. From 
these regiments, he handpicked offi- 
cers and noncoms for a year of 
intensive training in commando- 
— intelligence work and sabo- 

e. 

After their training they were 
landed in submarines all over the 
islands, and others of their number 
came in with the Leyte landings. 
These men have directed much of 
the guerrilla fighting in recent 
months. 





Vienna An Open City 


LONDON, Jan. 4 (AP)—An ap- 
peal by the gauleiter of Austria to 
Hitler to declare Vienna an open 
city and spare it the ravages of 
war evoked sympathetic comment 
in diplomatic circles here. 

A growing number of Allied 
statesmen favor Vienna as an ideal 
site for the future League of Na- 
tions, or at least its European di- 
vision. 

Russia’s present determined ad- 
vance on Austria is but one indi- 
cation of her interest in Austria’s 
fate. It may be assumed that a re- 
born Austrian state will be toler- 
ated only if it has a government 
sympathetic to Russia or at least 
willing to cooperate with her. 
Vienna, as a league center, would 
therefore be agreeable to Stalin, 
it is argued here. 

Geneva is viewed as an anathema 
by Russia and disliked by the Uni- 
ted States. 





Fascists Used Shake-Down 
On Firms For Love Nests 


ROME, Jan. 4—Italian firms that 
got war contracts were shaken down 
for cash bonuses, new villas. and 
luxurious apartments for girl 
friends by officials connected with 
the Ministry of War during the hey- 
day of the Fascist regime in Italy. 
These facts were disclosed last 
night when a secret report, filed in 
1940, was made public. The report 
was prepared by Lt. Col. Ettore 
Faga of the Caribinieri. 

The report covering the tenure of 
office of Undersecretaries of War 
Generals Alberto Periani and 
Ubaldo Soddu is one of the docu- 
ments to be used in the forthcoming 
trial of former Foreign Under- 
secretary Fulvio Suvich and General 








Mario Roatta, former head of SIM. 
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500 Planes Pound 
Formosa, Okinawa 





(AP)—In a blow comparable to 


the devastating raids which preceded General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur’s Philippines invasion, an American aerial force of some 
500 carrier-based and land-based planes struck Formosa and 
the Okinawa Islands, yesterday, the Tokyo radio reported today. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz announced a strike by carrier- 
based planes, but gave no details. The Japanese report is the 





Yanks In Two New 
Mindoro Landings 


ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Leyte, Jan. 4 (UP) — American 
troops made two new amphibious 
landings on Mindoro Island, one 
on the east coast on Monday, and 
one on the southwest coast on 
north of their present 
it was revealed today. 
Both landings were made without 
opposition. 

The landings took place with the 
full support of heavy and medium 
bombers which, sweeping Japanese 
shipping off Luzon’s west coast, 
sank or set afire one 7,000-tor 
transport, one 6,000-ton freightey 
and 21 small freighters and two 
large trawlers. : 

Simultaneously medium and light 
bombers cut a wide path of de- 
struction through southern Luzon, 
battering rail installations, reser- 
voirs and barracks in the coastal 
areas, 

Heavy bombers escorted by fighter 
planes hammered at Clark Field on 
Monday, 47 miles northwest of 
Manila, shooting down 11 of 20 





There was no indication precisely 
where the new Mindoro landings 
have been made. 


Yugoslav Decision 
May Be Postponed 


LONDON, Jan. 4—Reports that 
King Peter of Yugoslavia has con- 
sented to the establishment of a 
Regency Council following a long 
conference with Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, are regarded in 
well-informed quarters here as pre- 
mature, Reuter’s said today. 

Formation of such a council was 
one of the main points of the pro- 
visional agreement between Yugo- 
slav Premier Ivan Subasic and Mar- 
shal Tito. It is now thought pos- 
sible that nothing definite will be 
decided until the meeting of the 
"Big Three.” 

King Peter has dismissed his 
Minister of Court, Dr. Voyislav 
Marinkovitch, who had the con- 
fidence of Subasic. This action, to- 
gether with the arrival in London 
of former Minister of Court, Radoje 
Knezevic, an ardent follower of 
General Draja Mihailovich, has 
given rise to a flood of speculation. 

Reuter’s said that Knezevic’s re- 
turn to London is being linked in 
some quarters with renewed activity 
of a group of old Serbian politicians 
who, hostile to the Subasic-Tito 
pact, are taking a line “rather 
similar” to that of the Polish Gov- 
ernment-in-exile in the British 
capital. 


More Germans Captured 
Trying To Reach Mexico 


PHOENIX, Ariz, Jan. 4 (ANS)— 
The capture last night near the 
Mexican border of two of the 20 
Nazis who escaped Christmas Eve 
from the Papago Park, Ariz., pris- 
oner of war camp reduced the num- 
ber still at large to 15. 

The Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation announced that two of the 
Germans, Henrich Palmer and 
Reinhard Mark, were captured by 
the.border patrol and immigration 
officials near Sells, Ariz., on the 
Papago Indian Reservation about 
25 miles north of the Mexica 
border and turned over to the 
Army. 

Two other escaped prisoners 
were nabbed the day before by a 
farmer at Casa Grande, Ariz., about 
100 miles north of Sells. 

Palmer and Mark were captured 
while sleeping in a clump of sage- 
brush 300 yards from the road- 
way. A highway map pencilled with 
the route from Phoenix to Mexico 





first mention of land planes tak- 
ing part. 

Formosa is a stepping stone 
between Japan and the Philip- 
pines, while the Okinawa Islands 
lie between Formosa and Japan. 

The Okinawas were hit by car- 
rier-based planes preceding the 
Philippines invasion. Earlier this 
week Philippines-tased bombers 
hit Formosa. 

Such a strike may have repre- 
sented cOmbined operations by 
planes attached to the United 
States 3rd Fleet, 5th Air Force 
planes operating from the Philip- 
pines and 14th Air Force planes 
based in China. 

The Tokyo broadcast quoted a 
Japanese Imperial Command com- 
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munique, claiming that 17 planes 
were brought down and others 
damaged. 

Another Japanese broadcast s-id 
that two United States transports 
were sunk and one destroyer dam- 
aged in the Mindanao Sea by "Ka- 
mikaze” (suicide) flyers on Jan. 3, 
when Japanese planes also "raided 
an enemy airfield on Saipan Is- 
land.” 

"Good results” were achieved by 
the Super Forts which smashed at 
the Japanese airplane center at 
Nagoya yesterday and left large 
fires burning. A communique from 
20th Air Force Headquarters said 
that it was the fourth mission to 
this prime industrial target. One 
Super Fort was lost to enemy ac- 
tion in the target area. 

Japanese fighter opposition was 
moderate and antiaircraft fire was 
described as "meager and inaccu- 
rate.” 


Two Of Ramsay's Staff 
Die With Him In Crash 


SHAEF, Jan. 4—-Two members of 
the staff of Admiral Sir Bertram 
Ramsay, naval commander in chief 
of the Allied Invasion Forces, died 
with him when his plane crashed 
Tuesday in Belgium. 

Killed in the crash were Commo- 

dore G. W. Rowell and Lt. D. M. 
Henderson. Two crew members, Lt. 
Comar. Sir J. E. Lewis, pilot, and 
Petty Officer Telegraphist David L. 
Morgan, were also killed. 
In a tribute to Admiral Ramsay, 
Admiral Harold R. Stark, comman- 
der of the U. S. naval forces in 
Europe, said: "History will link his 
name to the Normandy landings— 
and he could have no greater mem-=- 
orial.” 


RADIO PROGRAM 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Friday, January 5 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:30—Encore—Dinah Shore 
11:30—Piano Time 
12:30—News 
1:00—Shining Hour 
1:30—Shep Fields 
2:00—BBC News 
2:10—Latin American Rhythms 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:00—This Is My Best 
6:00—News—Waltztime 
7:00—News 
7:15—Johnny Mercer 
9:00—Mystery Playhouse 
9:30—Boston Symphony 
11:00—News From The States 
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was found in their possession. 








11:30—Sign Off 





THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Friday, January 5, 1945 





Christmas was a busy season for members of the Ist Army engaged in holding the Nazi 
counterthrust on the western front, and there wasn’t much time for gaiety, especially lush 
holiday dinners. Here is how most of it was taken. Most fortunate were the ones who sat 
down, as did the three above in an abandoned Belgian farmhouse. They are Sgt. John G. 
Solivay, T-5 Edward J. Ciemiega and T-4 Julien Hartenstein, all of Chicago. At right, above, 
Sgt. Arnold C. Schliecker and Pvt. Russell A. Clark gobble on a woodpile as their maseot waits 
uncomfortably with the sound of artillery in his ears. Below, Pvt. Ray Kokoska on his jeep 
eats before a wrecked barn, his weapon poised handily within reach. 


They Catch Their Holiday Chow On The Run 





92nd Pick And Shovel Boys 
Dig ging First Rate Reputation 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 4—Operating normally just be- 
hind the corps boundaries, the tasks of the 92nd Engineer General 
Service Regiment are often unspectacular. but vitally necessary. 
Keeping main supply roads free of mud, repairing bomb or shell 
craters, replacing or maintaining bridges and culverts hastily con- 
structed by combat engineers, and taking down Bailey bridges for 
re-use in the forward areas, are not glamorous assignments, but all 





are highly necessary and are 
tackled with unrelenting atten- 
tion to duty by the ”92-Can Do” 
engineers. 

Major engineering tasks are 
accomplished with the same 
skill as routine jobs and are taken 
in stride while normal work con- 
tinues. The regiment constructed 
the longest semi-permanent type 
bridge and fill so far undertaken 
by the 5th Army. A 630-foot gap, 
the result of air bombardment and 
enemy action, existed over a river 
on an important route near Gros- 
setto. A temporary by-pass and a 
small low. bridge had been con- 
structed in the early stages of the 
advance in that sector, but autumn 
rains were expected and the by- 
pass was not considered adequate. 


ADD DIRT FILL 


Three hundred feet of dirt-fill 
were pushed up to the original 
bridge level. A 330-foot, timber 
trestle, steel stringer bridge was 
constructed. Three 270-foot, made- 
up steel girders, 62 inches high, 
were used for the main spans. Rac- 
ing against time and weather, the 
bridge was opened to traffic just 
three days before torrential rains 
washed away the small bridge pre- 
viously used. The bridge was con- 
structed by the lst Battalion, com- 
manded by Maj. John G. Moore of 
St. Louis, Mo. It was designed by 
Maj. Charles B. Walker of Dyers- 
burg, Tenn., regimental operations 
officer. 

Other large bridges constructed 
include a 215-foot steel and timber 
bridge on the main lateral road 
near Pistoia, a 100-foot bridge west 
of Florence, and a 120-foot bridge 
near the mouth of the Volturno 
River. A total of 31 bridges have 
been built by the unit thus far in 
Italy. 

The Capua bridge across the 
Volturno River was menaced last 
winter by flood waters. On one oc- 
casion, when practically all the 
military bridges on the Volturno 
were demolished, a platoon of Cofn- 
pany B, commanded by Ist Lt. Les- 
ter M. Kostenski, saved the span 
from almost certain collapse when 
debris of all types, carried on the 
crest of the rushing flood, jammed 
against the bridge. While the fate 
of the bridge hung in the balance, 
the platoon clambered below in the 
bridge’s understructure. They 
worked in total darkness just above 
the treacherous torrent, and with 
the aid of cables anchoring the 
bridge to the banks, they kept in- 

tact another vital link in the 5th 





Joint Staffs To Study 
Italian Food Problem 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 (AP)— 
The joint Chiefs of Staff are ex- 
pected to give a decision this week 
on the sending of increased food 
rations to Italy. One official has 
been struggling for months to ob- 
tain more food for Italy. 

The feeding of Italians is one 
of the main points in the review 
of a world-wide supply program 
being conducted by Richard Law, 
British Minister of State and 
American officials in Washington. 
The main difficulty is shipping, 
it is said. 


Army supply chain. Two enlisted 
men, Jesse V. McAfee of Hallets- 
ville, Texas, and Ray H. Scott of 
Cleveland, Tenn., were awarded 
Soldier’s Medals for their actions 
that night. 

As with all engineer outfits, the 
92nd has its mine experts and crew. 
Lt. Valentine V. Costanzo of Brook- 
lyn; Lt. Norbert J. Rosar of Scran- 
ton, Pa., and Lt. Emil E. Heller of 
Chicago, are in charge of the de- 
tails that have cleared and marked 
mine fields from the Volturno River 
to Futa Pass. 


HELPED AT NAPLES 


When the regiment first arrived 
in Italy it was assigned the major 
portion of work then in progress in 
clearing the Naples harbor and dock 
area. Working with the engineer 
port construction and repair group 
in charge of that task, the unit 
helped bring the port facilities back 
into usable condition. 

Prior to coming to Italy, the or- 
ganization served in North: Africa 
for nine months and in England 
for seven. Their biggest job in 
Africa was the work done with the 
5th Army Invasion Training Cen- 
ter over more than 100 miles of 
Algerian coast line. Artillery ranges, 
street fighting villages, practice 
landing craft, pillboxes, barbed wire 
entanglements and other training 
aids were constructed in prepara- 
tion for the Sicilian and Salerno 
struggles. 

The 92nd is commanded by Lt. 
Col. George W. Bennett of Port- 
land, Ore., who has been with the 
regiment since its organization in 











May, 1941. 


B-25 Gunner Flys 
His 113th Mission 


AT A 12TH AAF BASE, Jan. 4— 
Forced to bail out of a badly shot 
up Mitehell on his 13th mission, 
S-Sgt. Alex Pudlo of Fort Washing- 
ton, Pa., swore he would get back 
at Jerry by flying another 100 with 
his B-25 bomber group. Today he 
is the proud owner of a score card 
which reads "113 missions com- 
pleted.” 

By flying 113 separate bombing 
attacks as a tail and turret gunner, 
Sgt. Pudlo has chalked up one of 
the highest records of any bomber 
crewmen in the Mediterranean 
Theater. 

Holder of the Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross and the Air Medal with 
15 Oak-Leaf Clusters, this 3l-year- 
old Polish-American gunner is be- 
ginning his 20th month of overseas 
service. 

Although he was grounded last 
Nov. 14, after his 96th mission, so 
that he could go home for Christ- 
mas, he asked to be put back on 
BY until he reached his goal 
° . 

According to Sgt. Pudlo, "personal 
satisfaction” was the sum total of 
the different reasons for setting his 


ts so high. 

"By flying 113 missions,” said the 
sergeant, "I can look anyone in the 
eye. When I quit my defense job 
because I wanted to go overseas, 
someone called me a slacker. When 
I. asked for combat training after 
being in the Army one week, some- 
one else said I was too old. I’m 
anxious to go home and see what 
those boys have to say now.” 


Benefit Stage Show 
Booked For Sunday 


ROME—A gala stage perfor- 
mance, proceeds of which are to be 
used in the aid of deported Jewish 
families now living in Italy, will 
be held at the ENSA Argentina 
Theater, Sunday at 10 AM. 
Thirty-seven Italian artists, a 
ballet of 12 girls and Oly Macry and 
his swing band (billed as the only 
California band leader in Italy) 
will provide the fun and music in 
the three-hour production. Pfc. 
Gloyd R. Smith of the Rest Center 
Band, will introduce the show and 
act as interlocutor for the Ameri- 
can and British troops. 

The show, directed by Mr. Virgilio 
Uberti, stars Laura Lari, Anna D’Al- 
vise and Elvia Benetti. 

Tickets, which range from 20 to 
150 lire for single seats and from 
100 to 450 lire (plus 20 lire tax) for 
boxes, may be purchased in ad- 
vance at the Argentina box office. 





Only one performance is scheduled. 








Church 


Services 





CATHOLIC 


SANTA SUSANNA, Via Venti Settem- 
bre—Holy Name Society, mon 
mass and communion at 8:30 4 
Masses on Sunday at 0700 and 1030 

Confessions on Saturday 
night from 1700 to 1900 hours and 
Sunday before all masses. 

GESU CHURCH, Gesu Square—Masses 
on the hour and half-hour from 
0600 to 1200 Sunday. Military mass 
at 0930 hours. Confessions in English 
before and during masses. 

SANTA MARIA CHURCH, Via Santa 
Maria and Corso Umberto—Masses 
on the hour from 0600 to 1200; last 
mass at 1230 hours; confessions in 
English at all masses. 

CHURCH OF ST. MARCELLO AL 
CORSO, Corso Umberto—Masses on 
the hour from 0600 to 1200 hours. 

ST. CLEMENT’S CHURCH, Via San 
Giovanni between Coliseum and St. 
John Lateran’s—Masses at 0600, 0630, 
0700, 0800, 1100 hours; military mass 
at 0900 hours; confessions in English 
before and during masses. ; 

8ST. ALPHONSE, Via Merulana, 
St. Mary Maggiore—Masses at 0515, 
0645, 0730, 0815, 0900, 1100 hours; mili- 
tary mass at 1000 hours; confessions 
in English before and during masses. 

ST. ISIDORE, Via Degli Artisti — 
Masses at 0645 and 0900 hours; con- 
fessions before and during masses. 

ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH, Via Buon- 
compagni—Masses every hour. Mili- 
tary mass at 1000 hours. Confessions 
before and during mass; also Satur- 
day from 1100 to 1200 hours and 1700 
to 1900 hours. 

ST. PETER’S BASILICA, Vatican City 
Masses; Sundays at 1100 hours. 

C.W.L. CLUB CHAPEL, 161 Via 4 Fon- 
tana—Masses Sundays at 1000 hours. 
Benediction at 1900 hours. Weekdays 
at 0700 hours. 

REST CENTER, U.-S, Army. Mass at 
0900 in small theater. 

PROTESTANT 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE, Via Della Spada 
1. Sundays at 11:00 AM; Wednesdays 
at 6:30 PM. 

ST. PAUL’S AMERICAN EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, Via Nazionale and Via 
Napoli—Sunday services, 0800 holy 


near 


prayer and sermon; 1900 hours vesper 


communion; 1000 hours, morning 
weekdays except Monday 


service; 
| holy communion at 0900 hours. 

| REST CENTER, U. S. Army. Services 
at 1000 hours in small theater. 
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST, 154 Via 
Urbana—Services Saturday at 0930 
hours. 

| AMERICAN METHODIST CHURCH, 
Cor. Via Firenza and Via Venti Set- 
tembre—Services at 0900 hours Sun- 
day by an American chaplain; morn- 
ing services at 1000 hours; holy com- 
munion at 1045 hours; service at 1830 
hours by an English chaplain. 

BAPTIST CHURCH, 154 Via Urbana— 
Services Sunday at 1045 and 1630 
hours; Wednesday at 1630; Saturday 
at 1630 hours. Services in Italian 
with English translation. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE, Via. Quattro 
Pontana and Via del Quirinale — 
Sunday 1115 hours; Wednesday at 
1915 hours. 

LATTER DAY SAINTS, Casina delle 
Rose—Sunday at 1400 hours. 

JEWISH 

JEWISH SYNAGOGUE, Lungo Tevere 
Cenci—Friday evening service for all 
Allied military personnel will be held 
at the Synagogue Lungo Tevere Cenct 
at 1900 hours. Chaplain Hochman 
officiating. 

JEWISH MILITARY SYNAGOGUE, Via 
Balbo, off Via’ Nazionale—Saturday 
morning services at 0930 hours. 

ao9H TQC:As8 etaoin shrdlu etaoi io 


Wholesale Fear 


- LONDON, Jan. 4—German pris- 
oners taken by the U. S. lst Army 
have expressed a wholesale fear of 
the new. American artillery tech- 
nique used against German troops 
in the Ardennes salient, according 
to a Reuter’s dispatch.:The Nazi 
prisoners said they had been fright- 
ened particularly by a certain kind 
of shell which explodes just before 
it reaches the ground and scatters 





shrapnel in all directions. 
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Fritzie Zivic Vows 
He Will Take Kid 
Billy Arnold Apart 


YORE, Jan. 4 (ANS)—Cp). 
Fritzie Zivic hit town yesterday f 
his Friday night bout at Madiso 
square Garden against Billy a 
nold, young Philadelphia kayo 
tist, and was a little put out at 
young Arnold's handlers. Arnold 
has 28 kayos, two decisions and 
one draw to show for his profes- 
sional ring career and his manage- 
ment has been diligently avoiding 
anyone they thought might hurt 
their boy. He’s only 18 and they 
don’t want to push him too fast. 
They have accepted the bout with 
Cpl. Zivic because they think old 
flatface has pi his peak and 
will be easy pickings. 





"IT bet 750 bucks on myself inj | 


Pittsburgh and I’m gonna take that 
kid apart,” said the former welter- 
weight champ. 

Zivice, stationed at Camp Nor- 
moyle, Texas, has been boxing 
around Texas and Louisiana and 
has won six-of seven fights. 

"Tommy Roman beat me in 
Shreveport but it was a steal,” 
Fritzie said. "On my word of honor, 
I beat him.” 

Fritzie won the middleweight 
championship of Texas by 
out Chuck Hirst in five rounds. 

"It’s a funny thing, but I had 
just signed a contract that after- 
noon to manage him and I wanted 
to find out what he could do. He 
belied me once too often and to 
protect Suen I had to knock the 

r guy out.” . 

Popriday night’s joust with Arnold 
is Zivic’s absolutely, positively final 
fight, Fritzie says. He intends to 
have that celebrated schnozzola 
straightened out. Zivic’s nose, or 
rather the flat spot where his 
nose used to be, is one of the mu- 
seum pieces of the boxing business. 

"What do they mean telling that 
kid he’s got a soft touch fighting 
me,” Zivic asked. "I’m not 32 yet 
and I’ve only been fighting 
years, 14 as a professional. If they 
think La dag Besides . = Tl 
show m. got some 
swell odds betting on myself.” 


Ambers’ Culture 


CLEVELAND, Jan. 4 (ANS) 
Lou Ambers, former lightweight 
champ, is the hit of a touring Coast 
Guard show. Lou’s opening lines 
are: "The Coast Guard is undu- 
bitably more intellectually stimu- 
lating than boxing and it gives me 
a chance to exercise my culture.” 





for 16 | 
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THESE GUYS KNOW THEIR BAS 


Currently touring the Italian theater holding informal baseball chais and showing movies of 
the World Series are four of baseball’s most popular figures. Shown here -are Leo Durecher 


nager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, Tom Meany (center), well known 
PM baseball writer, and Joe Medwick, the N. Y. Giants’ slugging outfielder. Nick Etten, Yankee 
first baseman, is also with the troupe which will arrive in the Rome Area over the weekend. 
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Draft Board Review Of Pro Athletes 





By Set. BOB FLEISHER 
Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 4 


James F. Byrnes to clamp down on 
the deferment and discharge of 
professional athletes by ordering 
draft boards to review all such cases 
holds few fears for Leo Durocher, 
voluble manager of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers 


Leo the Lip, now touring Italy for 
the USO with Nick Etten, Yankee 
irst baseman, Joe Medwick, Giant 
outfielder, and sports columnist Tom 
Meany, thinks it was a logical 
. "As a matter of fact,” Du- 
rocher said, "we are all ready for 
it.” A couple of years ago Branch 
Rickey said to me. “You've got to 
remember two things, Leo. First, 
nobody knows how long the war is 
going to last, and second, we've got 
to be ready to throw kids and old 
men on the field.’ 

"So what did we do? We started | 
building with boys 16 and 17 years 
old and now we’ve got a head start 
on all the other clubs. That ruling 





He brings down the house. 


2 


of Byrnes may rip a team like the 








QUAKER CITY 


13-YEAR-OLD MIDDLE- 
WEIGHT SENSATION 
FROM PHILACELPAIA 





SENSATION 
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—The decision of War ‘Mobilizer|, 


Holds Few Fears For Leo The Lip 














Volleyball Tourney 
In Rome jan. 12-13 


ROME, Jan. 4—A theater-wide 
volleyball tournament will be 
held the latter part of January 
at a place to be determined later, 
the Rome Allied Area Command 
announced today. 

Pre games will take 
place in four districts. The Rome 
area, included in the “West” 
district, will hold an elimination 
tourney Jan. 12 and 13. 

American Army units who wish 
to participate in a local playoff 
to determine which team is to 
represent the Rome area in the 
final games should notify the 
Special Service Officer, HQ, 
RAAC, today. 











Cardinals apart,” Leo said, "but it 
won’t have much effect on us.” 


On the whole question of draft- 
ing athletes, the ball players seemed 
to agree. As Durocher put it, "We 
ask no favors from anybody and 
expect to get the same break as 


wae \the next guy. If the Army feels 


that a ball player belongs in the 
Army, then that is where he should 
go.” 

There is no doubt that baseball 
has suffered from the manpower 
shortage and if Byrnes’ ruling is 
rigidly enforced, the game will suf- 
fer more. But the consensus of opin- 
ion is that the war comes first 
and that the game will somehow 
struggle through with the kids and 
the old men until the war has been 
won and the major leagues can 
rebuild again. Right now, whatever 
happens to baseball is strictly a case 
of "c'est la guerre” and the players 
aren’t going to worry about it. 

From a broad point of view, 
the Durocher - Medwick - Etten - 
Meany tour is a definite artistic and 


SE s ° s 
entertainmen@success. Their show is 


straight baseball and the big boast 

is that they haven’t got an accor- 

dian player in the whole show. 
Like all USO units, they take 


s|their show where the Army tells 


them, but unlike some, they aren’t 
particularly boastful about captur- 
ing towns, interrupting their per- 





"|Toe Blake Increases Lead 


In Hot NHL Scoring Race 


MONTREAL, Jan. 4 (ANS)—Toe 
Blake, veteran Canadien forward, 
increased his national hockey league 
scouring lead the past week, but 
found himself pressed by a new 
contender, Maurice Richard, team- 
mate and cohort on the high-scor- 
ing Canuck front line. Pat Egan, 
burly Boston defenseman, is still 








the league’s top badman with 42 
minutes in the penalty box. 
LEADING SCORERS 

G. A. Pts. 
Blake, Montreal 16 23 39 
Richard, Montreal 24 ll 35 
Cowley, Boston 12 22 34 
Lach, Montreal 8 24 32 
Howe, Detroit 10 21 31 
Bruneteau, Detroit 14 14 28 
Bodnar, Toronto 5 21 26 
DeMarco. New York 10 14 24 
Cc. Smith, Chicago 7 17 24 
Kennedy, Toronto 11 12 23 


formances to dive into foxholes and 
otherwise suffering the rigors of 
war. When asked how far forward 
they had been, Lippy Leo said most 
emphatically that they had been as 
far north on highway 65 as Loiano, 
and that he realized they were still 
a good many miles from the front, 
but as far as the boys were con- 
cerned Lolano was plenty close 
enough. 

No USO show goes all the way 
to the front because the Army won't 
let them. Giving shows under di- 
rect enemy observation might be 
an unhealthy thing for the sol- 
diers as well as the entertainers, but 
to listen to the tall tales many re- 
turning USO-ers and their imagina- 
tive press agents dish out to the 
American public, one would think 
that no entertainer overseas struts 
his stuff unless he can dance to 
the tune of a Nazi machine gun. 

It is refreshing therefore, to note 
that these sports people are willing 
to do a good job under difficult 
conditions without trying to glorify 
themselves in the eyes of others. 


Custodian, Nine Horses 
Die In Race Track Fire 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., Jan. 4 (ANS) 
—Michael Rice, 77-year-old cus- 
todian at Douglas Park here, and 
nine race horses were burned to 
death when fire of an undetermined 
origin swept a barn at this ancient 
race track early yesterday. Rice was 
found dead in the barn after he had 
led one horse to safety and had 
gone back to rescue another. 

Twelve horses were saved by fire- 
men and track employes, but some 
of them were injured so badly that 
they will probably have to be de- 
stroyed. Victor Gousha, a Louis- 
ville trainer, said that seven of the 
horses lost belonged to T. J. John- 
son of Louisville. 

Douglas Park, which is owned by 
officials of Churchill Downs, has 
not been used for racing in 24 years 
but has been devoted to the stabling 


Solace For Bookies 
To Be Nans Running 
Across U. §. Border 


(Continued from Pave 1) 

fact that because of commuzica- 
tions difficulties results are nec‘ 
always complete and often are not 
available at all. Some bookies in- 
dicated that they would take bets 
only up to the scheduled post time 
for races. Some cities reported that 
their bookies planned to lay low 
for awhile fearing that by operat- 
ing as openly as the law will per- 
mit, they may antagonize public 
opinion. 

Here 
showed: 

Philadelphia—Most bookies plan 
to operate conservatively. Estimates 
place the number of betting shops 
in the city at 500 with 10,000 agents 
and a daily play of 500,000 dollars. In 
Camden, N. J., across the river and 
in such outlying places as Upper 
Darby and Chester, Pa., the play 
was estimated at between 75,000 dol- 
lars and 100,000 dollars a day. Few 
bookies showed any tendency to give 
up the ghost and enter war work 
for fear their pasts may be exposed 
by the investigations to,which war 
workers are usually subjected. 


CLEVELAND'S TAKE 


Cleveland—The bookie take bre 
is estimated at 25 million dollars an- 
nually. The majority of bookies are 
expected to continue as long as 
results of tracks operating outside 
the U. S. are available. The book- 
makers are reportedly planning to 
organize bigger basketball, football 
and baseball pools. There are about 
100 big bookmakers in the city. 

Los Angeles — Mafor operstors 
plan on closing down but the small 
bookies hope to operate. ‘The best 
estimates place the number of big 
bookies here at 309 with 3,6v0 small 
operators. 

Kansas City—Very little book- 
making here since the collapse of 
the Pendergast machine. 

New York—Big bookie establish- 
ments are planning to close, but the 
small bookies will continue. They 
expect fairly heavy play on the 
Mexican and Cuban tracks. Police 
Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine 
yesterday ordered a city-wide survey 
of all known bookmakers to see if 
they are going into defense plants. 

St. Louis—Bookies here are esti- 
mated at between 20 and 30 and 
these operate in east St. Louis and 
Illinois. Their annual take is esti- 
mated at one million dollars. 


SETUP IN CHICAGO 


Chicago—Bookies will continue to 
operate. They plan to expand their 
operations to include gambling on 
other sports. There are some 1,500 
bookies in the Windy. City with an 
overall sum of 16 million dollars 
bet last year on races, numbers 
and other sports gambling. 

Miami—Bookies will continue to 
operate if results from Mexican and 
Cuban tracks are available. There 
are an estimated 4,000 bookies here. 
One noted gambler was reported to 
have hired eight commission men 
stationed around the country to 
place his bets. Around 300 book- 
makers operate on Miami Beach. 
These are mostly hotel cigar stand 
owners and they range up to 25,000 
dollars annually. 

San Francisco—Almost all book- 
ies here plan to carry on with 
Mexican and Cuban track results 
and follow with Canadian tracks , 
Best available estimates placed the 
number of bookies here at more 
than 1,000. The "bookmaking lia” 
has been on heve for four months 
with enforcement bringing stiff jail 





is what the UP survey 





and exercise of horses. 


sentences to convicted operators. 
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This is the final installment of 
the list of amateur and professional 
sports champions of 1944 presented 
by The Stars and Stripes for your 
reference. 


Trapshooting 
*Indicates retained title. - 


Grand American Handicap—Men: 
Leslie C. Jepson, Dwight, Ill. 


Women: Mrs. Van Marker, 
Evanston, Il. 
Champion of Champions—Men: 





John A. Peterson, Racine, Wis. 
Women: Mrs. Ruth Knuth, In- 
dianapolis. 
Professional — John Jahn, Spirit 
Lake, Iowa. 
All-Around..— Lt. Vic Reinders, 
Waukesha, Wis. % 
*Junior—Bobby Lee Stifaal, Casey, 


Wrestling 
AAU 

Heavyweight — Richard Waughn, 
Lancaster, " : 

*191 Pounds — Henry Wittenburg, 
West Side YMCA, New York. 
175—Dr. A. M. Northrup, Olympic 
Club, San Francisco, 


165—Edward Blake, Baltimore 
YMCA. 
155 — Emil Tomick, Baltimore 


A. 
145—Larry Cowell, West Side 

YMCA. 
135—Vernon Cronhardt, Baltimore 


YMCA. 
ane —ontnant Barkovich, U. uf 
Pennsylvania. 
121—Malcolm MacDonald, Navy. 
115—Charles Parks, Baltimore 
YMCA. 
COLLEGE 
*Eastern — 
Big Ten—Michigan. 
Southern —Dube and North Caro-. 
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Dutch And Belgian 
Mutual Assistance 
Agreement Signed 


LONDON, Jan. tatives 
of Belgium and have signed 
an agreement here for the 
care and eventual repatriation of 


Belgian and Dutch nationals driven 
from their homes by the enemy, 
according to the London Times. 

Thousands of Dutch citizens, 
whose homes have been devastated 
by water and fire, have found refuge 
in Belgium. They are being cared 
for by their neighbors, whose own 
difficulties have increased since 
Rundstedt’s new offensive began. 

The new agreement will help in 
part to make things easier for the 
thousands of prisoners of war, de- 
portees and workers who will have 
to make the long trek back from 
Germany once the war is over. It is 
estimated that there are 700,000 Bel- 
gians and 500,000 Dutch among 
them. It may be that Belgians now 
working in northwestern Germany 
will have to return home through 
Holland. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration has 
had this vast problem under con- 
sideration and.is making its own 
plans for the resettlement of the 
displaced victims of German ag- 
gression. 

That is the long term issue, said 
the Times. The immediate issue is 
that of the Dutch refugees already 
in Belgium and of those who may 
have to seek sanctuary there. 

A recent report from Allied Su- 
preme Headquarters said a grave 
danger exists in the likelihood of 
further flooding in The Nether- 
lands, which may force the mass 
evacuations of a million or more 
persons. 

Furthermore, future operations in 
liberating the remainder of France 
and Holland are expected to un- 
cover thousands of foreign indus- 
trial workers and miners at the 
same time that military operations 
are temporarily dislocating hun- 
dreds of communities. 

The following statistics compiled 
for the period Dec. 8 to 14 give a 
picture of the number of refugees 
and displaced persons in the lib- 
erated areas of western Europe: 

France: Refugees—424,513, dis- 
placed persons—67,004. 

Belgium: Refugees—5,487, dis- 
Placed persons—19,001. 

Netherlands: Refugees — 61,991, 
displaced persons—132. 





LONDON, Jan. 4 (UP)—La Bel- 
gique Snes. Belgian news- 
paper published in London, said 
today in a front page editorial that 
the German attack had changed 
Belgium’s thinking from problems of 
food and raw materials into that of 
a@ nation at war. 

The editorial said, "Belgium is not 
only a battlefield; it is a country 
at war.” 

Referring to the statement by 
Premier Hubert Pierlot over the 
Brussels radio that six Belgian bat- 
talions had been sent to the front 
and had received their "baptism of 
fire.” The editorial added: 

"Who can blame the Belgians for 
thinking last August and September 
that Germany was beaten, the war 
over and their cruelest trials at an 
end? Many American and British 
= shared that optimism. It has 
e ~ a bad awakening for every- 

y.” 


Town On Burma Road 
Recaptured By Chinese 


CHUNGKING, Jan. 4—Chinese 
troops have recaptured the town of 
Wan-Ting along the Burma Road 
at the Burma-China border, the 
Chinese High Command announced 





ay. 

The taking of Wan-Ting by troops 
operating in the Salween River 
region of Yunnan Province virtually 
clears the right of way along the 
Burma Road in far western China. 








Cold Kayoes Movie 
With Tropic Setting 


PARIS, Jan. 4 (UP)—The latest 
casualty of the Paris fuel short- 
age: actors working on a film 
about the Suez Canal were 
forced to sus shooting be- 
cause the cold va their 
breath and repea' spoiled the 
effect of the tropical se . 

Louis Daquin, secretary of the 
French Film Committee, said 
that the actors tried sucking ice 
before speaking their lines, but 
that gave them sore throats and 
work had to be stopped. 








Nazi Raids Repulsed 
By 5th Army Units 


(Continued from Page 1) 


plane is reported to have been shot 
down. 

It was revealed today that in 
their recent Serchio Valley push 
the drive was made by Wehrmacht 
troops which had passed through 
Italian Fascist troops holding de- 
fensive positions along that sec- 
tor. 
In the central sector clear weather 
yesterday made it possible to ob- 
serve German vehicular and per- 
sonnel movement. "This was dealt 
with accordingly,” explained one of 
the observers. Italian civilians were 
also seen leaving the forward areas 
and moving back into the Po Valley. 

The weather was bright and al- 
most warm today, with most of the 
snow in the lower mountain regions 
having melted away. Natives of 
these parts say that the snow is way 
behind schedule but warned that 
the heaviest falls will come in Feb- 
ruary and even as late as March. 





ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
UARTERS, Jan. 4—Cana- 
dian infantry and armor continued 
their charge up the marshy Adri- 
atic coastal sector of the 8th Army 
front yesterday, gaining 3,000 yards 
against Tiger and Panther tanks 
brought up by Kesselring to sup- 
port his infantrymen. 

The area policed up by the Cana- 
dians is northeast of Alfonsine on 
the Ravenna-Ferrara road. Fif- 
teenth Army Group headquarters 
announced that heavy casualties 
were inflicted on Jaeger troops and 
more than 100 prisoners were taken. 

After capturing Conventello, 
branching off coastal Highway 16, 
Canadians advanced toward San Al- 
berto on the east side of the Vecchio 
ditch. Tankers are slogging some two 
miles from San Alberto, just before 
the great inland lagoon of Valli di 
Comacchio. These advances have 
carried the Canadians to points 
north of the Bologna meridian. 

On the 5th’s right sector, Germans 
raided high points held by U. S. 
troops eight to nine miles from 
Imola, on Highway 9. These patrols 
were preceded by a nebelwerfer bar- 
rage, but were repulsed with losses 
to the attackers. 


U. §. Shuts All But One 
Consulate In Argentina 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — The 
U. S. Government has closed all of 
its consulates in Argentina except 
the one in the capital city of 
Buenos Aires, it was announced 
here yesterday. 

A State Department spokesman 
said the consulates were closed for 
"administrative reasons” and that 
no special political considerations 
prompted the move. 

The remaining consulate and em- 
bassy in Buenos Aires will continue 
to function as it did subsequent to 
the severance of diplomatic re- 
lations between the U. S. and the 
regime of President Edelmiro Far- 





rell, it was reported. 


New Government 
Takes Office Amid 
New Athens Battle 


LONDON, Jan. 4—Gen. Nicholas 


of persons were killed and wounded 
this morning when six mortar 
bombs were hurled into Constitu- 
tion Square. 

ELAS, the army of the National 
Liberation Front, was not repre- 
sented in the new Cabinet, although 
it was considered significant that 
John Sophianopulos, former leader 
of the left wing Agrarian 
was appointed Foreign Minister— 
a step which was regarded to be a 
"concession” to the left. 

General Plastiras took four posts 
himself, other than the position of 
Prime Minister—the portfolios of 
War, Navy, Air and Mercantile 
Marine. 

Reuter’s said that the issue now 
seems to depend on the new Cabi- 
net’s acceptability to ELAS, and the 
approach with which that Cabinet 
may make to ELAS and EAM on 
political problems. 

An assertion that the "British 
representatives in Athens have 
missed the chance of peace in the 
Greek civil war,” was made today 
by the Manchester Guardian. The 
trouble must be traced to General 
Scobie’s insistence that arms must 
be surrendered in Athens and 
Piraeus “before political talks can 
begin,” the newspaper stated. ’’The 
ELA§ are being asked to lay down 
their arms without guarantee that 
their demands will be met. They 
are being asked, in fact, to surren- 
der unconditionally, though they 
have clearly not been defeated, in 
Athens and Piraeus and though 
they, hold the rest of the Greek 
mainland. 

"So long as the fighting con- 
tinues, General Plastiras cannot 
include in the government members 
of EAM or ELAS which alone could 
give them confidence. He must 
therefore find his government 
either among right wing parties 
or among men who have no politi- 
cal background.” 


Von Rundstedf’s Bid 
Used 40,000 Men 


PARIS, Jan. 4 (UP)—The severe 
mauling of 11 enemy divisions in the 
first 16 days of Marshal Gerd von 
Rundstedt’s offensive in the Ar- 
dennes was a part of the price paid 
for an all out bid to thrust west- 
ward across the Meuse, it was re- 
vealed in Paris today. 

Five panzer, one panzer grenadier 
and five Volkgrenadier divisions 
were included in this total and it 
is likely that a far greater number 
of enemy elements will be revealed 
to have been carved up when the 
final assessment is made. 

Enemy troops taken prisoner were 
known to number 20,000 and by the 
usual reckoning of killed and 
wounded, an equal number of men 
were estimated to have been 
knocked out of the fighting since 
the enemy offensive began. 

It may be safely estimated that 
the Germans have lost 40,000 troops 
from the crack army”which Hitler 
held up his sleeve for a last ditch 
defense of the Reich. 

The enemy has thus paid a very 
high price for the reconquest of the 
tangled Ardennes, an area which is 
of relatively little strategic value 
except as a jumping off point for 
further thrusts which were now 
considered to be unlikely. 

About 400 enemy tanks were also 
knocked out or destroyed. The 
knocked out tanks were said to be 








in greater proportion, 





Militia May Try Nazi 
Spies Just Nabbed 


NEW YORK, Jan. 4 (ANS)— 
The trial of a. N 


from a submarine on Nov. 29, 
may be before a mili tribunal, 
President Roosevelt yester- 


y. 

He assumed they may be tried 
in the same way as the eight Ger- 
man agents captured in 1942 
who were tried in secret by a 
commission of Army officers 
which sentenced six to death and 
two to life im t. 

The Justice Department said 
that the decision on the type of 
charges or trial probably would 
not announced for another 
24 hoiirs. The prisoners, Wi 
C. Colepaugh, 26-year-old Ameri- 
can, and Erich Gimpel, 37, native 
of Germany, are being held in 
New York by the FBI. 





Enemy Counterblow 
Halted In Budapest 


(Continued from Page 1) 


terials — have recaptured several 
towns and v: es on the south 
bank of the Danube, 31 miles north- 
west of Budapest, but said that the 
counteroffensive has been repelled. 

{A broadcast from Berlin said 
that the Germans have hurled 
thousands of men and tanks and 
hundreds of big guns into an effort 
to crack’ the steel ring around 
Budapest.) 

Sixty-one German tanks were 
destroyed yesterday, the majority 
southeast of the Czech town of 
Komaron, while the grim Budapest 
battle continued through the ninth 
day with the Russians appearing to 
hold over half of the city, having 
won. 962 blocks. 

Advancing into more highly built- 
up sections of the city the Russians 
took 136 blocks in Pest and 31 in 
Buda. 

Nearly 50 miles northeast of 
Budapest the Russians converged on 
the Czech rail city of Losonc taking 
Sacher, which is only one mile east 
and seizing 2,320 prisoners. 

The Moscow radio said last night 
that Russian artillery in Budapest 
roared incessantly, hurling steel and 
fire against German pockets of fe- 
sistance, while bombers pounded the 
Nazi strongholds and dive bombers 
screamed low over the roofs to 
machine gun mortar positions in the 
path of the advancing Russian 
tanks and infantry. 

The broadcast said: "Soviet 
troops fighting in the eastern part 
of Budapest and those in the west- 
ern part are advancing systema- 
tically step by step toward each 
other. The noose around the Ger- 
man garrison is being drawn ever 
tighter.” 

Budapest University has been 
turned into a fortress, but the Rus- 
sians have closed a solid ring around 
the University quarter and the Ger- 
mans inside are doomed. ; 

The German panzer division—the 
broadcast continued—which Hitler 
ordered into Budapest during the 
Szalasy coup is now putting up a 
stout resistance and is probing un- 
successfully the Russian ring around 
the city. 

Meanwhile a German radio com- 
mentator from Berlin said: ’ 
focal point of Soviet attack was in 
the northeastern outskirts of the 
city, where the German troops by 
counterthrusts repulsed the enemy 
ed had broken into the German 

nes.” 

The commentator revealed that 
the Germans were supplying their 
Budapest garrison by air. 

The Soviet troops fighting on the 
southern frontier of Slovakia were 
said by the German radio to have 
increased their pressure northward. 


Ist Begins Atfack 
Along North Flank 


Of German Bulge 


(Continued from Page 1) 


about 20 full strength divisions, 
estimated to number some 200,000 
men. 

The greatest set-back for the 
Americans came on the 7th Army’s 
right flank where they were forced 
to abandon 5 miles of territory on a 
20 mile front in the Wissembourg 
gap. 

— bata se 7th Army 
troops egfried Line pill- 
boxes Which hed been captured late 
in November. 

The scale of the new list Army 
drive is indicated by the fact that 
Lt. Gen. Courtney Hodges sent his 
forces into action under low clouds 
which stripped the American forces 
of all direct air support, and at the 
same time permitted the Germans 
to shift their reserves inside the 
a without fear of attack from 


Heavy snow was repotted falling 
all along the front this morning. 

A SHAEF spokesman made it 
clear that this is a big Allied at- 
tempt to engage and destroy the 
200,000 crack German troops and 
hundreds of tanks which Marshal 
von Rundstedt has drawn from 
Germany’s last strategi¢. reserves. 


BASEL, Switzerland, Jan. 4 (AP) 
—A violent artillery battle was in 
progress early today north of Basel 
where the Germans brought their 
heaviest guns into action against 
Mulhouse. 

The battle extended from the 
Swiss frontier to Mulhouse, increas- 
ing in intensity after 0300 hours. 
At midnight German troops at- 
tempted to recross the Rhine not 
far from the Swiss frontier but were 
thrown back by French fire at 
Huningue, the bridgehead from 
which the Germans retreated a 
month ago. 

French artillery pounded Istein 
fortress and the surrounding area 
while German 380-millimeter guns 
shelled Mulhouse from Black Forest 
positions which yesterday were the 
target of Allied bombers. 











NEW DEAL’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 








I do not think that this will take 
long to complete.” 

Mr. MacMillan explained he had 
planned to take his recommenda- 
tions for Italy to Washington, but 
put off his trip to the United States 
when he was asked by Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill to leave im- 
mediately for Greece. He added, 
however, that he was anxious to 
make the trip to Washington. 

Referring to the destruction of 
capital equipment in Italy, Mr. 
MacMillan stated that if such de- 
struction had taken place as the 
result of some natural phenomenon, 
"even a peaceful world, with its 
full production available . ; . would 
have found it a long and laborious 
process to repair them... 

"But,” he pointed out in a refu- 
tation of critics of the Allied Com- 
mission and its work, "the resources 
of the Allied nations are strained 
to the utmost for war needs. Ship- 


e| Ping, however rapidly built, on how- 


ever great a scale, is devoured by 
the hungry jaws of war both in 
the east and the west... 

"We need patience and persever- 
ance,” he said, "a sense of propor- 
tion and a sense of urgency, and 
with these we shall be able to 
achieve, if not all, at least a large 
measure of our high purposes.” 

Referring to the fact that he 
filled both a British and an Allied 
position, he said: "This war has 
made posisble so close a coopera- 


The Transocean news agency said|tion and so complete an integra- 





that the Soviets have achieved a oe between Great Britain and the 


"deep penetration.” 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 





. S. as to excuse what pedants 
might condemn. At any rate, it 


follows the theme of Mr. Churchill, 


By AL CAPP when he said that Great Britain 
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and America were getting ’all mixed 


up; and the more, the better.’ ” 


Not Mad 


HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 4—Ida Lu- 
secretary, Leslie Forrest, 
isn’t mad at actor Helmut Dantine, 
26, anymore. It seems that, accord- 
ing to charges, the actor arrived 
at the Lupino home a little late 
for a New Year’s party, and there 
were words. Then he chased the 
secretary and two women guests 
around the house and finally bit 
Miss Forrest on her arms, wrist 
and hand. Charges were filed and 
then forgotten by request of the 
secretary, after Dantine apologized. 
Miss Lupino slept throughout the 











melee. 


eh an ak Op Ge 8 at es Gh a 





i i ee et ee 


~— a ot ot ee OO Oe Oe ee 


